
                           
        

   
      

Press Release       

Places In Me - The voices of Pla�ontein’s youth 

A photovoice exhibi�on with the !Xun and Khwe of Pla�ontein 

July-August 2023 

 

This exhibi�on is the result of a collabora�on between an interna�onal research team, COSMO-ART, 
two Pla�ontein-based NGOs, the Southern African San Development Organisa�on (SASDO) and San 
Community Development (SANCD) and various departments of Sol Plaatje University. Logis�cally and 
financially, this project was supported by IFAS-Recherche, McGregor Museum and Northern Cape 
Tourism Authority. 

The project comes from a common desire to gather together and make visible the perspec�ves that 
young people in Pla�ontein have on their place in South African society through the way they see the 
place where they live. Equipped with cameras, the project was to document different aspects of their 
local environment that are important, relevant and interes�ng to them. Then, interviews conducted in 
2022 made it possible to collect the authors’ points of view on their pictures. The exhibi�on therefore 
proposes a dialogue between photos and expressions by the nine young women and men who took 
part in the photovoice project. 

The photographs and voices of Pla�ontein’s young people speak of beauty, suffering, aspira�ons, 
disappointments and of shi�ing iden��es. In this visual explora�on, the images capture and convey 
the individual perspec�ves of the authors, how they see themselves, how they define and relate to the 
world, and what they perceive as important or different. 

Two opening dates: 

- 1st July 2023 at !Xunkhwesa Combined School in Pla�ontein, at 11AM, with Kajundu Dance 
Group Performance. 

- 7th July 2023, at Sol Plaatje University, at 6PM, with Wokuri Dance Group Performance. 

In between of these two openings dates, the exhibition will be opened for the visits at the !Xunkhwesa 
Combined School (until 6 July) and then move to Sol Plaatje University, for the second opening on 7 
July, 6 pm. Then, the exhibition will stay at Sol Plaatje University until the end of August. 
A�erwards, the exhibi�on is planned to circulate between various venues: the William Humphreys Art 
Gallery in Kimberley (September), IFAS-Recherche in Johannesburg, and other loca�ons are under 
discussion. The design of the exhibi�on in the form of kakemonos is intended to allow for easy 
circula�on of the exhibi�on.  

 

Contact persons : 
COSMO-ART project: Mélanie Duval melanie.duval@univ-smb.fr 
SANCD: Jakob Makai    jakobmakai08@gmail.com 
SASDO: Moshe Maghundu   sasdo2017@gmail.com 
SPU: Lourenço Pinto   lorenco.pinto@spu.ac.za 
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