
Two very successful international conferences formed an important part of the
programming of IFAS-Research for the second half of 2005: a conference of comparative
African literature, held at the University of Johannesburg, a first marked by excellent lectures
by Jacques Chevrier, Pierre Halen, Romuald Fonkoua and Janice Splith; and an IFAS –
FAO – CIRAD – LSE conference on “Conflicts and Land Reform in Africa” at the University
of Pretoria, gathering some of the world’s best experts on land reform issues before a large
audience of academics, diplomats and representatives of international organisations.

The closure of the programme entitled “Privatisation of Security in Sub-Saharan
African Cities” took place at the IFRA of Ibadan, Nigeria, around a public conference and
a particularly fruitful workshop devoted to the future publication of the research works. I would
like to point out the merits of this initiative as the result of a collaboration between three French
Institutes of the African continent. The second semester was also the occasion for confirming
IFAS’s participation in two international groupings of research (GDRI of the CNRS), one on
the access and use of ICT in the South, and the other on the management of African Cities
from 1945 to date. Both GDRI will involve recruiting young South African doctoral students
who will benefit from post-doctoral IFAS fellowships.

The IFAS Programme focusing on Education has been approved by the CNRS as
an International Programme for Scientific Co-operation (PICS). The call for applications for the
IFAS-co-ordinated transversal programme entitled “Democratic Transformation in
Emerging Countries : comparing America – Africa – Asia, 1990-2005” received projects
from the following French Institutes : CEMCA of Mexico, CEDEJ of Cairo, CSH of New Delhi
and IFP of Pondicherry, in addition to two projects from the HSRC in South Africa. As to IFAS’s
annual call for projects, more than 70 applications were received with a diversification over
the region. Finally, a new research programme on Migration, Transit and Urban
Transformation in Southern Africa (Johannesburg, Lubumbashi, Maputo) will be
launched in January (see further down for more details).

History and archaeology are certainly high on the agenda in 2005-2006, first of all
with the presence within our ranks of historian and CNRS Researcher François-Xavier
Fauvelle-Aymar. After the presentation of Jean-Loïc Le Quellec (CNRS) that attracted
considerable attention last November at Wits, two important international conferences
will be held in 2006, one on Henri Breuil and Africa, and the other to close the Khoesan
Archives Programme. In addition, South African senior and junior researchers will have the
opportunity to be initiated into lithic analytical techniques and methodologies by experts offering
training sessions. Finally, a seminar series devoted to the ideological use of the past will
explore themes such as the use of genealogy, the heterogeneity of African historical archaeological
sources, and the relation between the Middle-Ages
and national construction.
There is much excitement as far as research is
concerned in Southern Africa as testified by the
ongoing activities which are largely the result of
young researchers’ relentless work. We wish you
an excellent year 2006!

Aurelia Wa Kabwe-Segatti
        Research Director

2006: a new beginning
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IFAS wishes to pay tribute to Jean-Pascal
BOTELLA, co-operation Attaché for
French, who died on 12 January 2006.

IFAS  had the opportunity to work closely
with Jean-Pascal, particularly on the
occasion of the colloquium of Comparative
African Literature at the University of
Johannesburg in November last year.
Jean-Pascal Botella was a colleague of
exceptional warmth whose work was
highly regarded in academic circles.
He will be sorely missed by all. IFAS wishes
to express solidarity with his family.
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research
programming 2004-2006

New Programme on Migration, Transit and
Urban Transformation in Southern
Africa: Johannesburg, Lubumbashi, Maputo

In partnership with the Forced Migration Studies Programme
(FMSP) of the University of the Witwatersrand (Johannesburg), IFAS
responded to a call for tenders from the French Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, relayed by the CEPED (Centre d’Études Population et
Développement), to set up a research programme on international
migration. Relying on a pluridisciplinary and international team
gathering the URMIS-SOLIIS laboratory of the Universities of Paris
7, Lille 3, as well as the University Eduardo Mondlane (Maputo) and
the University of Lubumbashi (DRC), this programme, co-ordinated
by Loren Landau (FMSP), will examine the relationship between
migration, transit and urban transformation in three Southern African
cities: Johannesburg, Lubumbashi and Maputo.

Better knowledge of migration networks, their impact on local
policies and, in return, the transformation of migrants’ strategies
according to the changing conditions of the destination country, will
represent the main lines of this research programme. Indeed, since
the end of apartheid, an important modification of the regional
migration systems has been observed, where such systems are
transforming historical labour migrations by reusing and sometimes
replacing these. Combining first hand quantitative data with
contextualised qualitative analyses, the project will aim to explore
the way in which administrative policies and practices influence and
are influenced by migrations towards and between Southern African
urban centres. The team work will gather researchers from
Johannesburg, Lubumbashi and Maputo and will explore relationships
between international migration and urbanity, so as to refine the
profile of migrants settling in the cities of the region and to better
understand institutional challenges as created by this human mobility,
the transnational links between the three cities and the new social
configurations produced by the convergence of disparate populations.

The partnership with the FMSP concerning this programme
is part of a set of research, training and partnership activities that
are intended to open a new structuring research area, that of
international migration, in the programming of IFAS as from 2006.

Transversal programme on Democratic
Transformation in Emerging Countries:
Comparing America – Africa – Asia,
1990-2005

The objective of this programme, initiated by the French
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is to see the network of French research
centres working on a common theme to promote comparative
crossings between two or more regions as well as methodological
exchange. The call for tenders sent out in November encouraged
teams to revisit the phenomena they observed on the field commonly
regrouped under the concept of “democratisation”.The sometimes

mechanical link established between economic takeoff and
democratic transition has been widely contradicted during the 1990s
with the advent of democracy in many poor countries. As such, the
projects under this programme will be guided by the following
questionings: Issues raised by the adoption of constitutional
frameworks ensuring the expression of plurality in post-national
contexts of State construction; participation bringing face to face
actors with unequal resources; the management of pluralism and
the articulation from individual, community-based and factional
identifications to politics as well as an analysis of the dynamics
avoiding the pitfalls of a teleological vision of democracy.

Six projects have been presented from four different regions:
“The Mutations of Electoral Processes, Political Participation and
Democracy in Mexico and Central America: Contribution to a
Compared Electoral Geography of Latin America”, presented by
Willibald Sonnleiter (CEMCA, Mexico – Guatemala); “The Making
of elections” presented by Frédéric Vairel (CEDEJ of Cairo); “India’s
Democratic Renewal in question” presented by Stéphanie Tama
Lawa-Rewal (CSH of New Delhi); “Institutionalising Indian Medicines:
Challenges to Governance and Sustainable Development” presented
by Laurent Pordié (IFP of Pondicherry); “Democratic Consolidation
in Cosmopolitan Societies. A Comparative Project Between South
Africa, Brazil and India” presented by Ivor Chipkin (HSRC – IFAS);
and “Questioning the Place of Local Participation in a Democratising
Country Decentralisation, Local Councillors and Civil Society in Post-
Apartheid Cape Town and Johannesburg” presented by Claire Bénit-
Gbafou et Christ ine Fauvel le-Aymar (HSRC – IFAS).

Research works will begin as early as 2006. An interactive
platform will be set up to enable exchanges between the teams
involved in the programme and a closing colloquium to amalgamate
findings will be held in 2007.

Privatisation of Security in Sub-Saharan 
African Cities

After two years of research involving 19 researchers from
6 countries, the programme entitled “Privatisation of Security in
Sub-Saharan African Cities” is entering its final phase . The last field
work conducted to date dealt with existing partnerships between
the police, the community and private security companies as well
as modes of community structuring in Johannesburg (Claire Bénit),
territorial identities and security responses in the “white” suburbs
of Cape Town (Marianne Morange and Sophie Didier), and privatisation
of security and spatial configurations in Sao Paulo as part of a
comparative perspective with Johannesburg (Delphine Sangodeyi).
The research work conducted on Maputo and co-ordinated by
Fabrice Folio (Univ. of Reunion) was carried out on the themes of
urban violence and the development of gated communities in
Maputo, thanks to IFAS-Research bursaries granted to young
Mozambican researchers. Finally, the quantitative and qualitative
analytical work on the road closure phenomenon in Johannesburg,
based on a Geographic Information System (GIS), was completed
by a researcher from the University of Ibadan, Dr Seyi Fabiyi, who
spent four months at IFAS as a post-doctoral fellow.
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The final phase of the programme is being used to develop
findings further. The Johannesburg and Cape Town case studies
were presented during a seminar entitled “Critical Cities (1): Fear,
Territory and Control” organised jointly by IFAS and the University
of the Witwatersrand in August 2005. An international conference
and a restitution workshop, coordinated by Elisabeth Peyroux, Claire
Bénit and Seyi Fabiyi, with the financial support of IFRA-Ibadan,
was held in Ibadan (Nigeria) from the 20th to the 26th of November
2005. Both events gathered most of the French and African partners
involved in the programme. We can consider that the workshop
was truly fruitful as it enabled disciplinary gaps, regional specificities
and differences in methodological approach to be transcended.

IFAS and IFRA Ibadan undertook to support various
publication-related aspects (translation, publication, subsidy to
publisher) of the work as well as to promote other types of outcome
developments of the programme (special report in peer reviewed
TRIALOG). Identifying a potential publisher operating in Nigeria,
South Africa and Kenya should also be considered. IFRA Nairobi
as well as the French cultural service in Maputo have been called
upon in this regard.

Research work on the security theme will nevertheless continue
as part of a renewed co-operation framework, particularly within
the GDRI “Governing African Cities: Law, Local Institutions and
Identities Since 1945” co-ordinated by Laurent Fourchard (CEAN)
and supported by the CNRS (France), and the interdisciplinary
programme “Risks in Africa: Living Conditions, Powers, Work"
(2007-2010)”, co-ordinated by the Maison des Sciences de l'Homme
d'Aquitaine (MSHA).

Southern Africa and the Zimbabwean
crisis : a comparative study of land policy
in constitutional, liberation and post-
liberation regimes

The three-year research project "Southern Africa and the
Crisis in Zimbabwe – a comparative study of land policy
inconstitutional, liberation and post-liberation regimes", funded by
IFAS and co-coordinated by Dr Chris Alden (LSE) and Dr Ward
Anseeuw (CIRAD/University of Pretoria) is being finalised. Except
for Mozambique, all the fieldwork (in South Africa, Botswana,
Namibia) was completed. The results are presently being drafted
and a first final version of the entire work – to be published by James
Currey - is expected during the first trimester of 2006 (after the
completion of the Mozambican fieldwork). The main objectives of
this publication are (1) the identification of the different domestic
and regional implemented policies related to the land question since
the Zimbabwean crisis and (2) the description and analysis of the
determinants of the latter. In short, the central thesis of this research
project is that the nature of the regime - analysed through its
institutions, policy development and broader economic policy - is
the key determinant for understanding policy making on issues such
as land reform amongst Southern African states confronted with
the Zimbabwean crisis.
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An international conference was organised in Pretoria, on
the 28-29th of November 2005, “The Changing Politics of Land in
Africa: Domestic Policies, Crisis Management and Regional Norms”.
Twenty-five papers, selected through an international review
committee, covering land issues from 19 African countries, were
presented, covering six themes: i) Ethnic and indigenous land
conflicts; ii) State building, post-conflict normalisation and elites; iii)
Reconciling ‘traditionalism’ and ‘modernity’: insecurity, privatisation,
marginalisation and minorities; iv) Urban land and tenure security;
v) Land use, Resource management and conflicts; vi) Regional
scopes of land conflicts and changing norms. This conference was
sponsored by IFAS, LSE, FAO, UP, CIRAD and the Embassies of
Pretoria, Maputo, Harare and Windhoek.

Khoesan Archives

Co-directed since the beginning of 2005 by François-Xavier
Fauvelle (CNRS historian) and Karim Sadr (archaeologist and senior
lecturer at the University of the Witwatersrand), the “Khoesan
Archives” Programme has been relentless in its pluridisciplinary
exploration of the long history of the Khoesan. Central to the
programme, a two-week international field trip entitled “Pastoral
Landscape in the Berg River Valley” took place in April 2005. The
objective of this field trip was to take advantage of the combined
resources of archaeological survey, old and recent cartography,
micro-toponymy and travel stories, to come to a new understanding
of the ethnic, ecological and economic landscape of colonial South
Africa. The field trip gave exceptional results, confirmed by C14
dating, and in particular by the identification, for the first time, of a
Khoekhoe kraal, a discovery making it possible to question in new
terms the issue of the archaeological signature of the farming
populations and, more generally, that of the history of South African
populating. The field trip will be renewed in 2006.

The “Khoesan Archives” Programme also made it possible
to organise a training session in France for South African Ph.D.
student Alitta Motlaung who completed two excavation training
sessions in the summer of 2005, and the arrival in France of Karim
Sadr who was invited to deliver a speech at the inaugural conference
of the 26th International Archaeological and Historical Encounters
of Antibes, in October 2005. Jean-Loïc Le Quellec, was invited to
undertake a field trip in South Africa and to deliver a speech during
a conference at the University of the Witwatersrand. This gave IFAS
an opportunity to organise an evening to launch Le Quellec’s book
on African rock art (Rock Art in Africa: Mythology and Legend,
Flammarion, 2005), partly written thanks to the support of the
programme. Another recent publication of note also related to the
programme is Karim Sadr’s “A Neolithic for Southern Africa”, Afrique
& Histoire, n° 4 (October 2005). As part of the 2006 programming,
several French researchers will be taking part in the ASAPA colloquium
on Archaeology and three students from Toulouse will be coming
to South Africa as part of their Master’s Degree or Doctorate in
Historical or Anthropological Archaeology.
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JONE, Claudio, 2005, Press and
Democratic Transition in Mozam-
bique 1990-2000, Les Nouveaux
Cahiers de l’IFAS / IFAS Working
Paper Series, N°7.

In this monograph, the historical
evolution of the Mozambican press is
linked to the evolution of the national
political context. What role did the press
play under the authoritarian regime? How
did the press fare during the democratic
transition? How did the media contribute
to mould a vision of political events?

This new issue of IFAS Working Papers sheds light on these
questions by relying on in-depth analyses of the relationship
between the media, the government in power and public opinion
in the context of the democratic transition of Mozambique during
the 1990s, thus raising the question of expansion of an independent
Mozambican press as a sine qua non condition for the democratic
development of the country.

GUILLAUME P., PEJOUT N., WA KABWE-SEGATTI A. 
(Dir.), 2004, L’Afrique du Sud dix ans après: 
Transition accomplie? Paris, IFAS-Khartala.

A reworked version of this publication in English is due to
come out during the first semester of 2006 in the IFAS Working
Papers series.

GDRI NETSUDS Post-doctoral Fellowship
IFAS-Research, the NETSUDS International Research

Group (GDRI) – “ICT and Development in the countries of
the South”, the CEAN and the CSIR-Pretoria invited
researchers in Human and Social Sciences holding a
doctorate or planning to defend their thesis by the end of
2006 / beginning of 2007, to apply for a fellowship for the
2006 academic year. The fellowship will enable the selected
candidate (recruitment in March 2006) to spend three months
in a research centre in South Africa, three months at the
Institut d’Études Politiques of Bordeaux IV and, finally, six
months at the Council for Social and Industrial Research in
Pretoria. Furthermore, this will enable the candidate to
acquire research experience in a South African as well as
a French university, and to take part in a pluridisciplinary
international scientific network.
For further detail, see www.ifas.org.za/research

Introducing NETSUDS GDRI
The NETSUDS International Research Group (GDRI)

offers comparative and pluridisciplinary analyses on the
policies and modes of ICT utilisation and appropriation in
Southern Africa. Combining geographical, political and
socio-economic methodologies, the GDRI focuses on ICT
diffusion and utilisation processes – from fixed telephone
lines to Internet, from networks to users and from local to
international level – and on their contribution to the
“development” of these countries, by giving special attention
to economic consequences and social and geographical
trends.

GERMAIN, Eric, Un « islam du Cap » ? A la recherche
d’une identité musulmane sud-africaine (titre
provisoire), 1860-1994, co-édition  IFAS-Karthala.

 A paraître début 2006.

The purpose of this work is to study the way in which the
dividing line between “Malays” and “Indians” came about and
developed in the context of the racial segregation policy
implementation, before being fought against under apartheid in
the name of a “South African Muslim” pan-ethnic identity. In line
with a historical framework, the author adopts a dynamic vision
of identity. From the “Cape Muslim pan-ethnic identity” (1860-
1902) and the “assertion of segregationist and community-based
ideologies” (1903-1942) to the “apartheid-confronted South African
Muslim identity” (1943-1994), this book brings out in fine the
problematics linked to Muslim identity in the new South Africa,
between assimilation and ethnic divide.

RICHARD, Jean-Pierre, 2005, in
collaboration with Denise GODWIN,
(AFSSA), (Dir.), TRANSLATION 
– TRANSNATION 1994-2004 Ten
years of l i terary exchange
between France and South Africa,
Les Nouveaux Cahiers de l’IFAS /
IFAS Working paper Series,N°6.

Is it not true to say, with Umberto
Eco, that translation constitutes the future
of mankind after Babel?  What
assessment of multilingualism can we
make in the post-apartheid historical
context?................

This bilingual special issue deals with the question of literary
translation between France and South Africa. In the light of the
debates conducted during the Johannesburg colloquium held in
March 2004, translators, authors, critics and writers such as
Catherine Lauga du Plessis, Alain Ricard, Donald Moerdijk or
Chenjerai Hove exchange their point of views and experiences on
the fusional and creative dimensions of translation and writing.
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GDRI CITIES Post-doctoral Fellowship

IFAS, the GDRI “Governing Cities of Africa: Laws,
Local Institutions and Urban Identities since 1945”, the
CEAN and the University of Stellenbosch are inviting
researchers holding a doctorate in Human and Social
Sciences to apply for a fellowship for the 2006 academic
year. This fellowship, offered by IFAS and the GDRI “Cities”,
will enable the successful candidate to spend six months
(April to October 2006) in a research centre in South Africa
(GDRI partner) and three months (September to December
2006) in the CEAN laboratory of Bordeaux. It will enable the
candidate to acquire research experience in a South African
as well as a French university, and to receive training in the
management of a pluridisciplinary and international research
programme in the Human and Social Sciences.
For further details, see www.ifas.org.za/research

Introducing GDRI CITIES
The CEAN and the Sociology Department of the

University of Stellenbosch implemented an International
Programme of Scientific Co-operation (PICS) financed by
the CNRS and the National Research Foundation (NRF)
entitled “Urbanisation, Local Government and Citizenship
in African Cities”. This collaboration encouraged programme
leaders to go to the root of the debate of this thematic and
to include other African, European and American partners
in the scientific exchanges with a view to implement an
international research group financed by the CNRS and the
NRF. “Governing Cities of Africa: Laws, Local Institutions
and Urban Identities since 1945” is the thematic of this
pluridisciplinary project that will call upon Political Science,
Sociology and History in particular, as well as Law, Geography
and Anthropology. The aim of this project is to study the
strategies through which national and local governments
have tried to impose their urban vision and to identify the
ways through which urban dwellers have devised a new
urban order by creating alternative legal or illegal local
institutions. This network gathers thirteen research institutions
in Europe and Africa and more than fifty researchers.

recent
publications



19 September 2005: Lecture by Prof. Barbara
Cassin of the Collège International de
Philosophie, Paris, at the University of Johannes-

 burg (UJ): Making the Best of Linguistic
Diversity: Crossing European and South African
Experiences in Translating the Untranslatable.
Event organised by IFAS, DIBUKA and the
Philosophy Department of the University of
Johannesburg.

Research Director in
Philosophy at the CNRS
and member of the
International College of
Phi losophy, Barbara
Cassin presented an
analysis of the post-Babel
era. In her recent work
ent i t led Vocabula i re

européen des Philosophies, Dictionnaire des intraduisibles, (Paris,
Le Seuil, 2005), Barbara Cassin insisted on the major role of
translation for the future of Europe. By comparing the political
experiences of European construction and South African transition,
participants and contributors Prof. Johan Snyman (UJ Philosophy
Department) and Prof. Peter Fourie (UJ Political Studies Department)
confronted their viewpoints during the conference.
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14 September 2005: Presentation by Noémie
Paulina Berumen - Colin, doctoral student at the
Institut d’Etudes Politiques of Bordeaux – Centre
d’Etudes d’ Afrique Noire – IFAS.

Paulina Berumen presented the results
of her five-month field work on Food and
Land Security Policies in South Africa, the
case study of Sekororo, Limpopo Province.

According to official government policy,
land redistribution and restitution reforms
should contribute to food security in South
Africa (Integrated Food Security and Nutrition
Programme, Working Paper, 2004). However,

the first results of this study tend to show that redistribution and
restitution do not have a real impact on adequate and sustainable
food security. The case of Sekororo illustrates the limitations of the
land restitution and redistribution policies. Garden house and
communal garden phenomena emerge as the most accessible
resource for the poor but also raise serious long term renewal
problems.
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1st September 2005: Presentation by Dominique
Vidal (Sociologist of the University of Lille 3):
Policies and Identity Formation: Reflections on
the field work conducted among Mozambican
Migrants in Johannesburg.

Senior lecturer Dominique Vidal gave this presentation within
the framework of the lunch-seminars organised by the programme
Forced Migrations Studies of the University of the Witwatersrand.
(See D. Vidal’s article in the “Focus on…” section of this issue.)

3rd August 2005: Workshop entitled “Critical 
Examination of Cities: Fear, Territory and Control”.

Co-organised by IFAS and the School of Geography,
Archaeology and Environmental Studies of the University of the
Witwatersrand, this workshop took place at the University of the
Witwatersrand around four papers: Claire Bénit (University of Aix-
Marseille) read a paper on “Regaining control over one’s environment:
uses and abuses of community surveillance in the suburbs of
Johannesburg”; Oluseyi Fabiyi (University of Ibadan, Nigeria / IFAS
post-doctoral student) on “Overview of informal control of criminality
and collective efficiency in gated communities: South African and
Nigerian examples”. Sophie Didier and Marianne Morange (University
of Paris XIII) read a paper on “Discourse on streets, territories and
security in Cape Town, 2000-2005”. Finally, the workshop ended
with a paper by Teresa Dirsuweit (Department of Geography,
University of the Witwatersrand) on “Production of fear and security:
case study of road closures in Johannesburg”. This workshop will
result in a publication project in Urban Forum at the beginning of
2006.

20 September 2005: Second seminar of the Fonds
D’Alembert Africa and Globalisation seminar
series around the theme “Policies of Forgiveness
in Africa and Elsewhere”.

IFAS and DIBUKA organised this
conference in partnership with Constitution
Hill where the event was held. Justice
Albie Sachs of the Constitutional Court
of South Africa presided over the debates
before a publ ic of around f i f ty.
Distinguished Professor of Rhetoric
Philippe-Joseph Salazar of the Centre
for Rhetoric Studies of the University of
Cape Town, read a paper on “The Past

Republican Moment of South Africa”. Prof. Barbara Cassin (CNRS /
International College of Philosophy) dealt with “Amnesty and
Forgiveness: Where should one draw the line between Ethics and
Politics?” Hugo Van der Merwe of the Centre for the Study of
Violence and Reconciliation and Louise Du Toit of the Philosophy
Department of the University of Johannesburg offered their own
perspective on the T.R.C. results.

lFAS
research events
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3-5 November 2005: International conference
“From Bambara to Migrant Writers: Transcultural
Work in Post-Colonial African Literatures”.

Organised by the
French Department of
the  Un ive rs i t y  o f
Johannesburg ,  i n
partnership with the
French Institute of
South Africa and the
Service de Coopération
et d'Action Culturelle of
the French Embassy in

Pretoria, this conference on Comparative African Literature welcomed
internationally renowned researchers, critics and writers and benefited
from an important French-English interpreting facility, a first in
Southern Africa.

Eighty participants were thus gathered to work on the
problematic of the transcultural creations of compared African
literature experts, beyond the traditional Anglophone / Francophone
divide. Four high quality sessions benefited from the contributions
of Jacques Chevrier, Emeritus Professor of the University of Paris
IV, on “From Negritude to Migritude?”; Pierre Halen, Senior Lecturer
in the Department of Compared Literature of the University of Metz;
Romuald Fonkua, Senior Lecturer in Compared Literature at the
University Marc Bloch of Strasbourg and ADPF Secretary; Janice
Spleth, Senior Lecturer of African Literature at the University of West
Virginia (USA); and Congolese author Kama Siwor Kamanda.

10 October 2005: 3rd seminar of the Fonds
d’Alembert Africa and Globalisation Seminar
series around the theme “From Africa’s present
toAfrica’s Future: In Search of Afro-Realism”.
Stephen Smith, former journalist of Le Monde
and author of Négrologie, Pourquoi l’Afrique
meurt  presented the conclusions of his book
during this seminar organised by IFAS and
DIBUKA, in partnership with the Centre for
Policy Studies.

Around one hundred participants
attended this seminar presided over by Sue
Mbaya (Southern African Regional Poverty
Network) at the Sheraton Hotel in Pretoria.
The discussions and analyses of Chris
Landsberg (Centre for Policy Studies), Jean-
Jacques Cornish (Mail & Guardian) and Achille
Mbembe (Wits Institute for Socio-Economic
Research, WISER) turned the seminar into

a true place for exchange. Beyond the polemic dimension of the
subject matter, Stephen Smith expressed his concerns for the future
of the continent, based on statistics and his own expertise of the
field. There was much reaction from the participants who formulated
many criticisms towards the author’s “Afro-realism”. The seminar
offered a very diverse public of academics, students, diplomats and
NGO representatives the opportunity to express their opinions on
Smith’s work, to develop analyses on the perception of the role of
former colonial powers and on the responsibility and potential of
South Africa today.
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2 November 2005: Jean-Loïc Le Quellec,
archaeologist, CNRS research director, expert in
prehistory and Saharan rock art. Conference at
the University of the Witwatersrand, Department
of Archaeology: Can rock art be understood?
An Egyptian example.

The recent discovery of a
decorated shelter in the Wadi Sora
(Libyan desert) enabled scientists
to give a new interpretation of
pa in ted  hom ino ids  ca l l ed
“swimmers” – like those represented
in the film “The English Patient”.
In Wadi Sora, these “swimmers” are

represented moving around thirty or so si lhouettes
of the mythical hybrid called The Beast. Such representations
can shed light on several obscure sections of the Cave Book, one
of our best sources on the notion of Hell in antique Egypt. The
slideshow with commented pictures can be viewed on
www.ifas.org.za/research

Following his contribution, Jean-Loïc Le Quellec presented
his recent publication entitled Rock Art in Africa: Mythology and
Legend (2004, Paris, Flammarion), on the premises of the French
Institute of South Africa. The book, published both in English and
in French, can be purchased at IFAS.

21-25 November 2005 : Public Conference and
Internal Workshop in Ibadan, Nigeria on “The 
Privatisation of Security in Sub-Saharan African
Cities: Urban Dynamics and New Forms of 
Governance. Cape Town, Durban, Ibadan,
Johannesburg, Kano, Lagos, Nairobi, Maputo,
Windhoek”. Organised by IFRA-Ibadan, IFAS and
IFRA-Nairobi

The Public conference was held on 21-22 November 2005.The
first session was entitled “Theory and Research Methods on Gating
and Policing”. The second one dealt with “Building Community
Responses to Insecurity”. The third public session of the conference
raised the issue of “Security and New Forms of Governance”.
Eventually, the last session tackled the question of “Controlling and
Sharing Urban Space: The Challenge of Security Provision”.

The Internal Workshop that took place during the rest of the
week was divided into three topics: “Building community responses
to Insecurity”, “Impacts of security initiatives on the social and spatial
structure of the city”, and “Security and new forms of governance
- the fate of the State’s monopoly on the legitimate use of violence”
and participants worked towards the preparation of a joint publication
in English.

IFAS
research events
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28-29 November 2005: Colloquium on “Land
Policies Transformation in Africa: National Policies,
Crisis Management and Regional Standards”.
With the support of IFAS-Research, in partnership
with the SCACs of Pretoria, Harare, Windhoek
and CIRAD, the London School of Economics
and the University of Pretoria.

This international
colloquium, held in Pretoria,
gathered world experts
on the issue as well as a
public consisting mainly
of academics, diplomats,
South African polit ical
l e a d e r s  a n d  N G O
representatives. The main
research institutes and

organisations specialised in these issues were also present: PLAAS
(University of the Western Cape), IRD, INRA, the Institute for Security
Studies, the African Institute for Agrarian Studies of Harare, the
Legal Assistance Centre of Windhoek as well as NGOs such as
Human Rights Watch. Inaugurated by the  Director-General of the
Department of Land Affairs, Mr Glen Thomas, in presence of the
Ambassador of Rwanda, James Kimonyo, this colloquium was
structured around the following themes: Ethnic and religious land
conflicts; State building, post-conflict normalisation and role of elites;
Between “tradition and modernity”: insecurity, privatisation,
marginalisation and minorities; Land ownership and tenure security
in urban areas; Land utilisation, management of resources and
conflicts; Regional dimensions of land conflicts and change of
standards. The co-ordinators of the IFAS research programme and
the colloquium, Ward Anseeuw (former IFAS post-doctoral student,
presently with the CIRAD and in function at the University of Pretoria)
and Chris Alden (London School of Economics), read a paper on
“Understanding the Politics of Land: Post-Colonial State Building,
Regionalisation and Changing Norms in Southern Africa”.
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part in the research seminar on “Critical Examination of Cities: Fear,
Territory and Control” at the University of the Witwatersrand.

Carlota MARLEN, historian at the University Eduardo
Mondlane of Maputo, completed a field trip in Mozambique from
1 April to 30 September 2005. She studied the spatial forms and
distribution of criminality in the enclosures of the Northern coast,
perceptions on violence and criminality in the capital city as well as
security-related mobilisation aspects (guards, private security
companies, the police forces etc.).

Claire BENIT, urban, rural and economic development
researcher (HSRC), completed a field trip in Maputo on 10-11
November 2005 in orders to supply an intermediate evaluation on
the Mozambican section of the programme.

Oluseyi FABIYI, senior lecturer at the Geography Department
of the University of Ibadan and IFAS post-doctoral researcher,
completed a field trip in Johannesburg from 16 May to 16 September
2005, with the aim of ensuring the coordination and modelling of
the Geographic Information System for the programme.

“Khoesan Archives” Programme

Karim SADR, senior lecturer in Archaeology at the University
of the Witwatersrand, completed a field trip in Nice (France) on 18-
22 October 2005 with a view to take part in the inaugural conference
entitled “Tout ce que nous avons toujours cru savoir sur les chasseurs-
cueilleurs d’Afrique australe. Regards croisés de l’archéologie, de
l’histoire et de l’ethnologie des Bushmen”, 26th International
Encounters of Archaeology and History of Antibes, 20-22 October
2005 (together with François Bon, F.-X. Fauvelle-Aymar, Detlef
Gronenborn and Bruno Bosc-Zanardo).

Alitta MOTLAUNG, doctoral student at the Archaeological
Department of the University of the Witwatersrand, went to the
University of Toulouse as part of a Neolithic excavation training
session led by François BON from 22 August to 15 September
2005.

“Dialogue and Intercultural Relations: The
Role of Schools in the Construction of a
Participatory and Multicultural Model in
South Africa” Programme

Vijé FRANCHI, senior lecturer at the University of Lyon 2,
member of the URMIS laboratory and the University of Paris 7,
completed a field trip to Cape Town and Johannesburg from 20
August to 4 September 2005 to work on individual and group
interviews.

Jean-Paul PAYET, senior lecturer at the University of Lyon
2, also completed a field trip in Johannesburg from 20 August
to 2 September 2005 within the framework of the programme.

Mary-Anne DENEUVY, doctoral student in Educational
Sociology at the University of Lyon 2, completed a field trip on 14-
29 August 2005 to conduct surveys through in-depth interviews and
observation with the heads of four sample institutions.

Doctoral Students

Vincent DARRACQ (CEAN / IFAS) completed a field trip in
Cape Town on 22-26 September 2005, as part of his doctoral

“Privatisation of Security in Sub-Saharan
African Cities” Programme

Carlos QUEMBO, junior lecturer, assistant at the University
Eduardo Mondlane of Maputo (Mozambique) and Fabrice FOLIO,
senior lecturer at the University of Réunion, completed a three-
month field trip in Maputo, from May to July 2005, to collect data
on the condominiums of the Costa do Sol area.

Sophie DIDIER and Marianne MORANGE, senior lecturers
in Geography at the University of Paris 13, came to South Africa
from 12 July to 5 August 2005 to carry out a field trip and to take



L e s e d i  - I F A S  r e s e a r c h  n e w s l e t t e r    N o . 4  F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 6

research on “Discourse of the Nation to the ANC Since 1999”. He
took advantage of the field trip to visit the ANC Archives of the
Mayibuye Centre at the University of the Western Cape and to talk
about his research with local researchers. He also went to the ANC
offices of the Western Cape to make contacts. The main objective
of this trip was indeed to prepare a longer and more detailed field
trip of around one month in August 2006. The aim of the August
field trip will be to conduct various interviews with ANC leaders of
the Western Cape to piece together the role of this ANC provincial
branch in the internal process of the party’s discourse production
on the nation.

Nicolas PONS-VIGNON (EHESS / IFAS) was invited between
June and October 2005 by NGO TRAC-MP (The Rural Action
Committee – Mpumalanga) in Nelspruit to conduct surveys on
forestry workers and contractors. He visited the compounds located
in the centre of the forest plantations where he was able to collect
data on the living and working conditions of the workers. He met
with various actors of the forestry sector, from the Department of
Water Affairs and Forestry to plantation owners (Sappi, Mondi etc.),
as well as with medical doctors and intermediaries of the wood
business. He was assisted by an interpreter, a TRAC-MP employee,
and worked in close collaboration with the Food and Allied Workers
Union (FAWU) to conduct interviews with isolated workers in
precarious situations who were often foreigners. Nicolas discussed
the first results of his research in Nelspruit with actors of the sector
and the Government. He organised two seminars on the premises
of the TRAC-MP. In October and November 2005, Nicolas presented
and discussed the results of his research in Mpumalanga during
several seminars. Here are the details:

- 10 and 18 October, Nelspruit; ad hoc seminars on the
TRAC-MP premises gathering representatives from Mondi-Business
Paper, TRAC-MP, the Labour Department, the Food and Allied
Workers Union (FAWU), the Working for Water programme as
well as various local environmental groups.

- 11 November, Johannesburg: Naledi Open Forum at the Parktonian
Hotel (Braamfontein). This annual event gathered researchers from
the National Labour and Economic Development Institute (NALEDI),
various South African institutions, COSATU as well as the
Government, to discuss research themes important to workers and
unions. Adam Habib (HSRC) and Patrick Bond (CCS, UKZN), among
others, attended the event.

- 18 November, Johannesburg International Airport: BEE Charter
– Contractors working group, at the Sun International Hotel. Nicolas
was invited by the working group responsible for drafting the BEE
charter for Forestry to present his research. The working group
gathered representatives from the wood industry (Mondi, Sappi,
etc.), the Government, the civil society and sub-contractors.

- 30 November, Pretoria: ad hoc seminar organised at the
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF). At the request
of the DWAF, Nicolas presented and discussed his work with the
Directors of the Ministry working on forestry. He drew their attention
on the socio-economic importance of sub-contracting.

Nicolas PEJOUT, doctoral student in Sociology at the
EHESS, read a paper entitled “Emergence of an “Indigenous” Digital
Economy in the Countries of the South – The Example of the
BlackEconomic Empowerment in the ICT Sector” at the IRMC-
SUPCOM international colloquium on "Insertion Trajectories of the

Maghreb into the Digital Economy", 15-16 September 2005, Cité
Technologique Elgazala, Tunis.  Although Nicolas Péjout is no longer
the beneficiary of a doctoral bursary, he is finalising the draft of his
thesis and should be able to defend it during the first semester of
2006.

Other Field Trips

Paulina BERUMEN-COLIN, doctoral student in Political
Science at the CEAN of Bordeaux, completed a field trip as part of
her research on “Food and Land Security Policies in South Africa,
Case Study of Sekororo, Limpopo Province” from 20 April to
21 September 2005 in the Gauteng and Limpopo Provinces and
at the University of Stellenbosch.

Charlotte CABASSE, doctoral student in Urbanism at the
École Polytechnique of Lausanne, completed a field trip from
5 October to 12 December 2005 as part of her doctorate on “The
Issue of a Post-Traumatic Urban Reconstruction”.

Séverine CACHAT, doctoral student in Anthropology at the
University of Réunion, completed a field trip from 7 September to
31 October 2005 as part of her research work on “Management of
the Historical and Cultural Heritage of Isle de Mozambique – World
Heritage City (Mozambique): Modalities and Stakes of the
Patrimonialisation Process”.

Judith HAYEM, anthropologist and junior lecturer at the
University of Paris 8 and Lille 1, completed a field trip from 31 July
to 10 September 2005 to pursue her research on the “Examination
of HIV/AIDS Absorption Conditions in the Mpumalanga Mines and
Views of Miners, Unions and Employers on these Initiatives”. Judith
Hayem established a survey protocol implemented in an Anglo
American mine of Middleburg. She also conducted various interviews
and consultations with unions (NUM, COSATU) and TAC
representatives. (See her article in the “Focus on…” section of this
issue).

Claudio JONE, doctoral student in Political Science at the
University of Bordeaux 3, completed a field study on “Written Press
and Democratic Transition in Mozambique: Comparative Study
between Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe (1900-2000)”,
from 15 September to 28 October 2005.

Michel LAFON, linguist at CNRS-Llancan, completed a field
study on isiZulu from 1 June to 31 October 2005. Within this
framework, he read a paper at the African Languages Association
of South Africa (ALASA) conference in July, at the University of
Johannesburg. Furthermore, Michel also took part in a workshop
held at the University of Pretoria on “Language Modernisation” (cf.
article inside this issue).

Renaud LAPEYRE, doctoral student in Developmental and
Environmental Economy at the University of Versailles – Saint-
Quentin-en-Yvelines, conducted a field study from 10 March to 12
August 2005 in Namibia and South Africa as part of his research
work on “Modes of Appropriation of Shared Renewable Natural
Resources: Land Secularisation, Participatory Management of
Resources and Development of Biodiversity in Namibia and Southern
Africa”. (See his article in the “Focus on…” section of this issue).

Cécile PERROT, doctoral student in English at the University
of Savoie, completed a field trip in Cape Town from 16 June to

8
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17 August 2005 on “South African Policy on Higher Education
1994-2004”.

Christopher SOHN, research scientist in Geography
at the CEPS / INSTEAD, completed a field trip for the purpose
of his doctoral thesis in Windhoek (Namibia) on “Management
Change and Post-Apartheid Urban Restructuring. The Land
Issue in Windhoek”, from 20 October to 4 November 2005.

Sylvain SORIANO, researcher in Palaeontology at the
CNRS, conducted a field study on “Middle Stone Age: Study
of the Border Cave and Rose Cottage Cave Sites” from 27
August to 30 September 2005.

Dominique VIDAL, senior lecturer in Sociology at the
University of Lille 3 conducted a field study in Johannesburg
and Maputo from 24 July to 4 August 2005 on “Mozambican
Migrants in the South African Republic”. (See his article in the
“Focus on…” section of this issue)

Aurelia WA KABWE-SEGATTI, IFAS-Research
Director, conducted several field trips and studies:

19-22 July 2005: DGCID; meeting of French Institutes
directors, training course; Paris, 
France.

3-7 October 2005: Field trip to France (Paris and
Bordeaux).
Official launch of GDRI Netsuds in 
Bordeaux.

17 November 2005: Field trip to Gaborone (Botswana).
Restitution of the appraisal report for
the project of the research centre on
“Tourism and Sustainable Develop-
ment in Southern Africa”.

21-25 November 2005: Field trip to Ibadan (Nigeria). Public
conference and workshop to close
the programme entitled “Privatisation
of Security in Sub-Saharan African
Cities: Urban Dynamics and Norms
of Governance”.

14 December 2005: Field trip to Cape Town (South Africa).
Restitution of the report of the
Global Commission on International
Migration.

16-20 January 2006: Field trip to Kinshasa (Democratic
Republic of Congo). Congolese civil
servants to receive training in the
migration management as part of
an intergovernmental agreement
between DRC and South Africa, co-
ordinated by research organisation
Southern African Migration Project.

not to be missed
in southern africa

22 to 24 February 2006

Rock Art Symposium
(Kimberley, Northern Cape)
Organised by the Rock Art Institute of Wits, The McGregor Museum
of Kimberley, Tromso University, Tromso Museum (Finnmark, Norway).
E-mail : enquiries@rockart.wits.ac.za
Website: www.rockart.wits.ac.za

17 to 23 July 2006

16th International Congress of Sociology of ISA (International
Sociological Association)
Organised by the University of Kwazulu-Natal.
Websites:  www.uct-cmc.co.za/conferences/2006/tpc/info.php
www.ucm.es/info/isa/congress2006/lcs.htm

28 July 2006

Rethinking Worlds of Labour: Southern African Labour 
History in International Context
Organised by the History Workshop of the University of
Witwatersrand..........................................................
Website: www.wits.ac.za/historyworkshop/conferences.htm 

23-25 August 2006

International Colloquium “Henri Breuil and Africa”
This international colloquium will be held at the University of the
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg from the 23rd to the 25th of August
2006. The organisers are: François-Xavier Fauvelle (CNRS-French
Institute of South Africa, Johannesburg), Nathan Schlanger (INHA,
Paris; INRAP, Paris), Benjamin Smith (Rock Art Research Institute,
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg). Partner institutions
are: the French Institute of South Africa/French Embassy; Rock Art
Research Institute/University of the Witwatersrand; Programme
“Archives Breuil” (ACI French Department of Culture, France).
Website: www.ifas.org.za/reasearch.

Arrivals

Nuno AFONSO, in charge of IFAS-Research’s external
communication and holder of an MA in Communication (University
of Lille 3), arrived in September 2005 for a nine-month training
period.
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Miners and HIV/AIDS detection and
treatment programmes
By Judith HAYEM, lecturer at the University of
Paris 8, e-mail: judith.hayem@wanadoo.fr

Anglo American, already very involved in HIV/AIDS prevention
on most production sites, announced as early as May 2001 [i] its
intention of taking care of AIDS patients employed in its mines in
South Africa, by supplying them with Anti-Retro Viral (ARV) treatments
in the workplace, free of charge.

Systematic voluntary detection of HIV-positive personnel (all
categories included) was generalised as early as November 2002
and ARV distribution initiated. At the end of 2004, the company
indicated in its documents for public distribution [ii] that the detections
carried out with 21% of the employees showed that, in South Africa,
23% of them were HIV-positive for all branches of production, with
a 30% peak in the gold mines (for a voluntary detection rate of
10%) against 23% in the coal sector, of particular of interest to us,
(for a detection rate of 63%). At the end of April 2005, the company
had distributed ARV treatments to 2 936 employees, among whom
around 29% abandoned the treatment and 6,6% died. Among the
64% still under treatment, 95% succeeded in working normally to
the effect that 70% of treatment costs were covered by the reduction
of absenteeism rate in the workplace. Unless the future tells
otherwise, these figures already confirm that not only treatment is
possible at corporate level, but also that this courageous political
choice, reflecting social consideration, is saving lives and that it
also represents rational economics. Thus, when confronted by a
deadly epidemic, it is more cost-effective for the company to
maintain its workforce alive by investing in treatments than to suffer
very important absenteeism rates (sickness and funerals) and have
to train new employees to replace deceased personnel [iii].

Apart from these figures, how are detection and treatment
operations organised concretely in the mines? What makes detection
possible today, that which, within the workplace, was so deplored
only a few years ago by the unions dreading consecutive dismissals,
and so feared by individuals afraid of being subjected to discrimination
and not being able to accept their potential HIV-status? Does
access to treatment modify the perception that people mixing with
one another in the workplace have of the disease, the sick and the
mine? And beyond the mechanisms implemented by companies,
how do workers envisage their own role in the battle against
HIV/AIDS? How do they view treatment for all those who are not
employed by the company –including their own family – and who
are victims of the disease [iv]? Answering these questions was the
object of a field study carried out in Mpumalanga from the 1st of
August to the 10th of September 2005 in one of Anglo American’s
coal mines that, at the time, was the most successful in terms of
voluntary detection. In order to identify working procedures as well
as workers’ perceptions, we combined site visits, participative
observation and informal interviews with the medical staff,
management and union representatives, as well as more formal
interviews with 21 miners chosen at random from the personnel
list. This article presents the first findings regarding the success of
the detection programme and poses further questions.

The first finding is that the success of voluntary detection at
the X Mine[v] relies on two key dimensions: trust as established in

the employer-employee relationship and the mobilisation of the
entire production infrastructure to fight against the epidemic. When
employees are asked when they heard about AIDS, the great
majority mentions a recent period coinciding with the launch of the
detection programmes and the arrival of the current manager who
introduced the workers to these programmes. Yet, the first prevention
programmes are much older. Indeed, for the employees to hear
(and not to “hear about”) actual prevention messages and calls for
detection as offered by the company, and for them to understand
that AIDS is a dangerous reality, not only was it necessary to make
AIDS a central issue in the workplace but also to establish trust
between employees and management by means of a radical change
in their relations. According to interviewees, the most characteristic
feature of this new managerial policy as initiated by the new manager
and the result of a human resources programme conceived for this
purpose is the accessibility of the supervisors, the courteous nature
of the exchanges with the workers and the possibility for the
employees to submit requests or claims, as opposed to the arbitrary
and brutal nature of former relations[vi]. This is valid for work related
issues, issues relating to the implementation of the fight against
AIDS as well as the CEO whom anyone can, from now on, call by
his first name and call upon freely. Interviews show that the CEO’s
personal, intensive and public commitment in the fight against the
epidemic as well as his leadership have largely contributed to
establishing workers’ trust on the workplace as far as the company’s
HIV/AIDS policy is concerned. More generally, all hierarchies within
the company were involved in this double process: moving away
from apartheid-based racist habits and militating down the line for
prevention and detection.

In concrete terms, this resulted in managers and senior
managers being the first to publicly undergo detection tests and,
at the beginning of each shift, having to read the daily safety bulletin
to their teams and the insert dedicated to HIV/AIDS in particular
(recommendations, local detection and treatment figures etc.) so
as to open the debate in this regard. Another token of trust vis-à-
vis the employees is that managers have agreed, in writing, not to
reveal any information they might come across concerning an
employee’s HIV status, except to medical staff, under penalty of
dismissal. In return for their efforts, managers are rewarded financially
with a bonus proportionate to the detection success rate of their
department. Thus, at the X Mine, fighting against HIV/AIDS is not
presented as an additional activity in parallel to production work
but as an element deeply connected to it.

In addition to nurses being present in offices, in the miners’
changing rooms and even inside the mine’s drifts to encourage
workers to undergo detection, informing workers about the epidemic
and calling upon them to test for HIV/AIDS is visible everywhere:
posters are stuck on the walls of every rest area with no exception,
and panels calling for caution and detection are put up on every
walkway in the workplace. At the same time, the induction session
which every employee must attend on their return from leave now
lasts an entire morning, and 90% of the session is dedicated to the
HIV/AIDS issue. At the end of the session, all participants are again
invited to test for HIV/AIDS immediately should they wish to do so.
In addition to this, the workplace promotes peer education and
organises open days for AIDS awareness among other things.

Calling upon workers to test is so intense and receives so
much support that it can appear almost coercive at times; but
workers do not perceive it in that way. When talking about their
experience, they explain how reluctant and suspicious they were
at first, but then came to progressively accept the test, as others
had, and found that nothing bad happened to the boldest of them,
except for being now fixed about their HIV status without anyone,
other than themselves, knowing about it. While the mine’s involvement
somehow evokes a form of neo-paternalism that could raise
concerns, at the same time it shows a certain efficiency unmatched
by other measures. What should one then believe to be the best
strategy? An in depth analysis of what all parties concerned have
to say about detection in the workplace should enable us to progress
in this matter and understand better what has finally made
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workers decide to test for HIV/AIDS, and how the actual detection
has progressively transformed perceptions on the disease and
relations between employers and employees. In this analysis, many
key words taking on a particular meaning for the interviewees will
need to be examined, such as trust, as already mentioned, or
confidentiality, being able to talk about AIDS to someone or,
still, the idea that some of the personnel in the mine are
knowledgeable, i.e. they have knowledge on the disease. It is
around these notions that denial seems to have faded away
and that interviewees have accepted to be tested and even to
undertake, of their own accord, to mobilise families or friends on
the AIDS issue, with a view to detection. We will need to identify
specifically what these terms mean to them and examine how the
company’s intervention contributes or not to the creation of these
new subjectivities. This represents the first main analysis.

The second finding revolves around the relationship between
interviewees and the disease as well as the treatment, particularly
in light of the relationship between medical staff (whether nurses,
doctors, traditional doctors, etc.) and patients. The questionnaire
used for the interviews included a series of questions in this regard,
seeking in particular to shed light on interviewees’ relationship
with a particular type of medicine, on what they consider to be a
“good doctor” or a “good hospital” and how they reconcile western
and traditional medicine. The interviews led to debates concerning
whether a good doctor is a doctor who listens to what one
has to say and who explains to one what she is going to do, or is
a doctor who knows how to cure and who knows what you suffer
from even if you don’t know it yourself. The idea is to define
interviewees’ representations on this point and the impact these
have on health management knowing that, for example, doctors
from the Highveld Hospital where special cases receive special
treatments (AIDS, after detection at the mine, among others), defend
a medical approach where patients do not benefit from a one-to-
one relationship with a doctor, but are treated by several doctors
at a time, interpersonal relationships being left to nurses.

The third finding concerns the debate on confi-
dentiality/disclosure of one’s HIV status. Contradictory statements
are often formulated in this regards by the same individuals. Such
statements lead to a debate on patients’ stigmatisation or fear
thereof in the workplace, but also on the role patients can play
in making others aware. We need to shed light on the way in
which these two opposed views operate in the mine context.

A fourth important finding revolves around the issue of
responsibility concerning workers’ families and more generally those
who do not benefit from company treatment, as far as HIV/AIDS
is concerned. Views are contradictory in this regard and call for a
debate on the role of the State and private businesses, as well as
on what people should be entitled to expect. In this regard, we
know indeed that the issue concerning who should pay for treatments
outside the workplace, whether or not concerned parties
live on the workplace (case of families l iving in rural
areas) or whether workers leave the workplace (retrenchment
or incapacity to work) is one of the reasons for which the
main miners’ union, the National Union of Mineworkers, is opposed
to detection and treatment in the workplace. In this regard,
due to their diversity, I was not able to distinguish clear-cut
opinions that will therefore require further examination.

Finally, the fifth important finding is that a comparative study
needs to be carried out between our first observations in the
Mpumalanga province in 2001[vii] and the situation as found in the
same province in 2005 in the mines and concerning workers’
subjectivity in particular. The idea here is to compare the statements
of interviewees for these two periods, after shedding light on their
reasoning, so as to characterise the representations of Mine X
employees as regards the mine and the issue of AIDS today. While
in 2001 interviewees formulated certain political prescriptions

aiming to take responsibility in fighting the epidemic (the idea in
particular that “one must take care of oneself”, having an impact
not only on oneself but on others too), the recent
study contains, at first sight and unexpectedly, very few
political prescriptions. This is cause for verification. Indeed, one
could wonder why statements on HIV/AIDS seem more individual-
based and not as general-based as a few years ago. Are we
dealing here with cases of precocious relapse, egoism or individualism
induced by the company’s paternalistic approach or, still, with
cyclical political disengagement? An in-depth analysis of interviews
and the data gathered should clar i fy this question.
i Bobby Jordan, “Anglo to Give Aids Drugs to Workers”, Sunday Times,

6/05/01.
ii The following figures come from the PowerPoint presentation of Dr Brian

Brink, doctor in charge of the programmes to fight against AIDS at
the South African head office of Anglo-American, dated April 2005 and
entitled “An Interim Appraisal of the Anglo American Aids Treatment
Programme”.

iii While numerous prospective studies in various sectors of the South
African industry have already proved this point, few companies have
put it into practice. This is why Anglo-American keeps a systematic
record of the statistics of its results via research organisation AURUM.

iv As we write, Anglo American’s stance in this regard is to supply ARV
only to permanent employees of the company. Contract workers, close
family members, retrenched personnel are excluded, the company
having in mind that the State will be taking over.

v For reason of confidentiality, the name of the mine has been changed.
vi This managerial style breaks away from apartheid, as shown in the

following article: J. Hayem, « Après l'apartheid : communiquer pour
 mieux produire » Ethnologie Française, XXXI, 2001/3, Juillet-Septembre,

pp.453-463.
vii This study was part of a research contract with the Agence Nationale

de Recherche sur le Sida (ANRS), directed by D. Fassin and conducted
in collaboration with Namibian and South African partners, entitled “Les
migrations, les violences et les inégalités, conditions structurelles de la
progression et de la gravité de l'épidémie de sida en Afrique du sud et
en Namibie. Anthropologie politique d'une crise épidémiologique.”
Cf. J. Hayem, “Histoire collective et responsabilité individuelle. Conditions
de la mobilisation politique contre le sida dans les mines” in D. Fassin 
(ed.), Afflictions. L’Afrique du Sud, de l’apartheid au sida, Karthala, Paris,
2004, pp. 201-233.
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Report on "Learning isiZulu" and "Languages
at School" Research Programmes
By Michel Lafon, CNRS - LLACAN UMR 8135,
e-mail :lafon.maikoro@free.fr

In 2001, a programme entitled "Learning isiZulu" was launched
on the initiative of IFAS with two main objectives:

•  to interest  the French research community in South
African linguistic issues;

• to develop a scientific production in French on isiZulu,
    and more generally languages from Southern Africa, with

the objective of introducing isiZulu in the curriculum of
African languages in France.....................................

   It was meant to meet a shortage: indeed, languages from
Southern Africa are little represented in French research on African
languages, despite a well-anchored tradition in this domain as
reflected by the important number of researchers and centres.
Since the political changes of South Africa in 1994, considering
the importance of the country at every level and its role as a model
for the African continent, it became urgent to remedy this shortage,
all the more since it seemed that African languages were likely to
take on an important role. This was confirmed after the beginning
of this programme, which was influenced in its course by the
increasing importance given to African languages since 2003,
particularly as reparation for past injustices and in view of the African
Renaissance. Research was oriented in a double perspective,
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describing a given language and taking into account socio-political
aspects, educational in particular; in turn, this made integration of
bi l ingual education studies in Mozambique possible.

This programme, made possible when CNRS Africanist linguist
Dr Michel Lafon was seconded to the French Institute of South
Africa, was continued after Dr Lafon’s return to France where he
integrated the Llacan team to take part in activities of the research
theme "Language and Development".

Description of isiZulu
Is it necessary to explain the reasons for choosing this language?

Choosing any other African South African official language would
have been as legitimate. Apart from the works of D. Creissels on
seTswana, no recent works have been produced in French (as far
as we know) on African languages of South Africa. Choosing isiZulu
was therefore arbitrary to a certain extent. However, it can be
justified by the importance of the number of isiZulu speakers, making
this language the most spoken in South Africa, but also by the very
strong association of the term Zulu, as language or ethnic group,
with South Africa in the minds of the French, while seSotho or
isiXhosa are less well known, not to mention tshiVenda, isiNdebele
or siSwati. It was a case of making the best of the context.

Whatever the case, this choice cannot prevent other works
from being conducted on the other official languages and we would
like to think that this programme will have opened the way in this
regard.

Options of Description

IsiZulu is spoken essentially in two socially and ecologically
distinct contexts:

- Rural environment: KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) Province, neighbouring
areas in Mpumalanga and Free State.

- Urban environment: South of Gauteng Province, 
Johannesburg-Alexandra-Soweto area where it has become
 the dominant African language.

The urban IsiZulu spoken in Gauteng is undoubtedly the most
dynamic African language in South Africa, due to the economic
and political importance of the region, while the variety marked as
being specific to KZN suffers, among the new generation, from its
association with traditional values, despite its prestige as a pool of
cultural wealth. In fact, isiZulu has at its disposal an abundant and
old corpus of oral traditions as much as written literature.

Common descriptions of isiZulu refer essentially to the KZN
variety, based as they are partly on ethnological texts, thus opening
to a fascinating language variety albeit not always modern. It is this
variety, more or less, that has been codified as standard language.

The descriptive option adopted here fully integrates the urban
isiZulu of Gauteng but does not exclude the standard form: while
Gauteng-specific forms are specified and explicitated, avoiding any
normative judgement, the description relies very much on existing
grammars (Doke, Poulos, Taljaard & Bosch, Cope, Canonici for
general works).

This description being, as far as we know, the first work on
isiZulu in French had per force to be general in scope: after a
chapter dedicated to pronunciation and graphic representation, it
tackles nominal and verbal morphology including verbal
morphosyntax. As far as possible, it uses “real” examples (drawn
from texts). The description is based on present-day spelling.
In addition to taking urban isiZulu into account, it differs from existing
descriptions in that it questions the grammatical categorisation
commonly used since Doke; it is organised by viewing language
as a hierarchised system, differentiating a state in which linguistic
forms are stative (non-predicative) from a state in which they are
dynamic or predicative. This interpretation, ad hoc, is brought about
by the existence of nominal predication, which is marked only by
the presence of a subject index to the  exclusion of any explicit
copulative (at surface level): thus, nominal forms (nouns with their
full prefix, inflected nouns etc.) become non-verbal predicates.

The procedure is analytical and is not part of a very marked
theoretical framework. The description will hopefully be coming out
in 2006, probably in two separate volumes.
A presentation on a specific point of the description (Zulu latent-
vowel verbs: a useful category?) was given during the colloquium
of the African Language Association of Southern Africa (ALASA) in
2005 (abstract online). This article has been submitted to a
local journal. Another presentation on locatives was given at the
workshop on Bantu grammar, SOAS, London, in June 2005.

Education
As part of the project, isiZulu teaching classes were launched

at the Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales
(INALCO) in Paris during the 2002 academic year, with the financial
support of the SCAC in Pretoria that granted a bursary to a Zulu
monitor, Ms Sithokozile Mhlanga, who had studied French. The
bursary has been renewed every year to date.

These classes were integrated into the Swahili and African
languages curriculum of INALCO and opened the way for a new
domain never covered up to now.

The number of students registering for the course is now on
a par with those of other African languages after an initial enthusiasm.

Language in the Social Fabric

Since mid-2003, with the wording of a Language Bill, South
Africans have been witnessing a renewal of the discourse on African
languages. The aim is, among other things, to concretise the
promises made in the Constitution that were never put into operation
to date. Such a renewal resulted in languages being promoted in
education as well as in modern technologies (computerisation).

Research associated with the descriptive study of isiZulu aims,
on the one hand, to document this evolution for the purpose of the
French and African francophone public, but also to contribute to
the reflection in South Africa: as such, a specific research was
launched in isiZulu-medium schools to identify the technical difficulties
of using this language as medium. This research was used for an
article during the workshop organised at the University of Pretoria
by the Centre for Research in the Language Policies, with the
support of Pansalb, on the necessary taking into account of the
Gauteng variety into the standard (for publication in a Pansalb
document), which gave rise to a joint project between the CRPL
and the Llacan CNRS Laboratory.

This research is being conducted in parallel with a similar
research on the introduction of African languages in Mozambique
(cf. hereafter).

The Translation of Literature as a Language Promoting Tool

After a dramatic fall at the end of apartheid, literary production
in South African languages underwent a revival, thanks in particular
to institutional encouragements; it is possible that literary production
is currently breaking free from the negative image it acquired when
it was used in the divisive linguistic policy of apartheid. However,
this solves neither the market nor the exposure problem. 
It is within this framework that the translation of an isiZulu
contemporary novel was undertaken, that of M.J. Mngadi’s novel
Asikho ndawo, bakithi (literally meaning “We are going nowhere,
guys / Friends, we can’t get out of this) published in 1996. The plot
is set in the 1980s in Mlazi, large township of Durban, and tells the
story of a family, the Dubazanas, and their desperate
quest for housing. Chased away from a rural area by the racist laws
of apartheid, they settle in Durban where they cannot obtain
accommodation from the administration and therefore resort to
sub-renting. They are thus at the mercy of the owners and become
powerless victims of the violence resulting from the then civil war.

The narration is extremely realistic with human cruelty plainly
exposed.

This work calls for a lot of research requiring collaboration
between native speakers from both linguistic worlds, all the more
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and especially implement plans for managing and utilising natural
resources on their territories. The Fauna represents an invaluable
asset. As a result, communities, from now on usufructuary, can
negotiate concession contracts with trophy hunting companies.
This activity represents a source of income for rural populations.
In Namibia, hunting has brought in US $400 000 to conservancies
consisting of 100 000 inhabitants. Furthermore, the meat is
redistributed to the inhabitants and complements local diets.

In regions characterised by abundant and endemic fauna
and flora, by spectacular and varied landscapes (Namib Desert,
Okavango Delta, Kruger National Park etc.) as well as recognised
cultural heritage sites, ecotourism represents another opportunity
for conserving biodiversity and benefiting from the conservation of
natural assets. According to the International Ecotourism Society,
ecotourism is “a form of responsible travel in natural spaces
contributing to the protection of the environment and to the well
being of local populations”. But is it really a tool for sustainable
economic and ecological development or is it only a niche in a
saturated tourist market? This question must be raised if we are
to avoid abuse and deception.

Situated on private lands, in national parks or common rural
areas, accommodation structures or lodges have an economic,
social and ecological impact on the territories concerned. Recognising
the rights of rural populations to benefit from their common resources,
regulations are calling upon private businesses operating in communal
areas to redistribute tourism-generated profits to local communities.
For this reason, many lodges in Southern Africa sign joint-venture
agreements. The Damaraland Camp, Serra Cafema and Twyfelfontein
Lodges in Namibia or, still, the Phumlani Lodge in South Africa
bordering on the Kruger National Park, are as many examples of
this. In contracts, the communities cede exclusive land rights to
operators for tourist activity purposes. Traditional activities (gathering
wood, grazing, hunting etc.) are banned from these restricted areas.
In return, operators agree to observe an environmental management
plan (validated by the State), to pay a percentage of their turnover
to the community and to hire local residents above anyone else.
In Namibia, €565 000 have been paid to conservancies in 2004,
including remunerations for the amount of €305 643  to 204 full-
time employees and 43 part-time workers. Distribution of these
amounts is the subject of a vote during the annual general meeting
in which community members participate. These sums also enable
game guards to be hired so as to control resources. As a result,
eco-lodges contribute actively to the conservation of ecosystems
in communal areas where they are established.

Protected areas and national parks are conflict areas for
which ecotourism represents a solution. In a context of social
demand for the redistribution of lands, formerly the subject of
expropriations for the creation of parks, States are developing
public-private-community partnerships as vectors for returning
resources. For instance, the Makuleke were expelled from their
land in 1969 for the creation of the Kruger National Park.  In 1998,
the administration returned the area to them. The restituted zone
remains protected inside the park and Makuleke are not to take up
residence. They can however generate revenues from their
new resources by leasing the site out to a private operator who
could open a luxury lodge. Estimates point to derivative incomes
of € 385 per annum per family, through lease fees and wages,
compared with an annual average salary of € 725. In Mozambique,
a concession has been assigned to the private sector in the
Vilanculos Coastal Wildlife Sanctuary. In return, the operator
must employ local community members and redistribute part of
his income.

In Botswana, in the Central Kalahari, or in Namibia near
Etosha Park, the San are also demanding the return of their ancestral
land presently transformed into various natural reserves. Ecotourism,
through co-management structures, represents an ecologically
sustainable means for releasing resources for these marginalised

since the language used proved to be very rich in expressions and
cultural content, in historical allusions etc., not to mention the
stylistic complexity of the novel.

This is also an opportunity to document a section of the social
history of a recent period which is not well known by the French
public, from an authentic text, and to supply linguistic data further
to the description.

To date, one third of the work has been translated and a
documentary research has begun concerning written sources as
well as witnesses of that time. The support of PANSALB and the
“Bureau du Livre” of the cultural section of the French Embassy in
Pretoria has been obtained and will allow for the completion of the
translation, hopefully during this year.
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Biodiversity Conservation, Rural Development
and Ecotourism: A Drop in the Ocean?
By Renaud Lapeyre, PhD,
e-mail : renaudlapeyre@noos.fr

Since the Rio conference of 1992, scientists and politicians
have agreed on the seriousness of the ecological damage at world

level. Massive deforestation, the destruction of ecosystems
and the loss of many species are forecasting the “sixth mass
extinction”. According to O.E Wilson, father of the biodiversity

concept, 27 000 species are killed every year out of the 1.4 million
already identified. Faced with this threat, The Convention

on Biological Diversity recommends in situ protection of ecosystems,
active participation and development of local populations.

In Southern Africa, colonisation and apartheid impoverished
rural populations and caused environmental damages. Expropriated
from the best lands and confined to Bantustans or reserves,
communities over-exploited communal natural resources. As a
result, present-day land conflicts in Southern Africa bring out
struggles for the appropriation of limited resources in a context of
strong demographic growth and poverty.

More than half the population of the region lives in rural areas
(UNICEF figures: rural population in % in 2003: South Africa, 43%;
Namibia, 68%; Mozambique, 64%; Botswana, 48%; Zimbabwe,
65%) and depends on land, on cattle breeding and fishing as well
as on the fauna and flora for its survival. As such, the fight against
rural poverty is indissociable from the sustainable use of resources.
Southern African countries with a rich natural capital that are
conserving as well as sensibly exploiting and commercialising
biodiversity, are perceived as a new lever of development for poor
countries.

In 1993, the programme CAMPFIRE (Communal Areas
Management Programme For Indigenous Resources) was launched
in Zimbabwe, followed by the programmes NRM (Natural Resources
Management) in Botswana, CBNRM (Community Based Natural
Resources Management) in Namibia (1996) and ADMADE
(Administrative Management Design for Wildlife Management) in
Zambia (1997). A similar programme was also launched in
Mozambique. By delegating natural resources rights (previously
owned and controlled by central governments) to local communities,
states are giving communities a sense of responsibility and enable
them to benefit from income generated from such resources. As
such, experts and politicians hope to encourage rural populations
to conserve ecosystems. Rural development and environmental
conservation are reconciled within a local sustainable development
process, making it possible to “meet present needs without
compromising the ability of the future generations to meet theirs”.

Rural communities form associations (conservancies, village
councils, wards etc.) and elect a committee, vote a constitution
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Mozambican Migrants in Johannesburg
Belonging, Identification and Political
Presence
By Dominique Vidal (University of Lille3),
e-mail: domvidal@aol.com

The objective of this research is to study forms of belonging
and identity construction of Mozambican migrants who have been
coming to Johannesburg since the end of the 1980s, within a
context dominated by Mozambican civil war and the progressive
weakening of apartheid and democratic transition. While the presence
of Mozambican workers in the area goes back to the end of the
19th century, settling in town is recent. Migrant labour has for a
long time been a favourite theme of social anthropology in Southern
Africa, yet little research has been conducted on the issue of
foreigners living in Johannesburg.

An exploratory field trip to South Africa and Mozambique
from the 25th of July to the 4th of September 2005 gave us a better
understanding of issues to be investigated. While these are organised
around two research themes, they lead to a common questioning
on the relationship between migratory phenomena, urban dynamics
and democracy in South Africa.

populations and for reducing land conflicts, a source of social
instability.

However, very complex situations and dynamics underlie
these successful examples. Many conflicts arise in the appropriation
of tourist-generated revenues that represent an important and
growing financial source. Contractual disagreements arise between
the private sector and the communities. In Namibia, requests for
the renegotiation of contracts or disputes concerning failure to
observe contractual clauses are fairly frequent. Access to water
and pastures as well as the share of the turnover going to the
community are frequently at the heart of conflicts. Today, the
Makuleke disagree with the administration concerning bag limit
levels. If this disagreement persists, encouraging resource
conservation could become secondary in the face of urgent survival
strategies. Within rural communities that are in fact less homogeneous
than what they seem, intra-community redistribution of ecotouristic
revenues is problematic. Field studies in the Tsiseb conservancy
in Namibia indicate that very few benefit directly from ecotouristic
activities on the territory or from the conservation of biodiversity in
general. The captation of the decision process by local elites raises
the issue of democratic local development.

On examining the figures published, it appears that the results
of these programmes are limited when considering how extensive
the challenge of rural poverty is in Southern Africa. However, in the
context of economic vulnerability and the AIDS pandemic, the
benefits drawn from biodiversity conservation represent an essential
financial input in very often demonetised rural economies. Skills
acquisition and accessing professional networks within the formal
sector enable rural inhabitants to increase their abilities for improving
their standards of living. One should not underestimate the lever
effect of local development for resource community management
programmes and biodiversity conservation programmes via
ecotourism. Thanks to these revenues, families are able to acquire
cattle, to pay for their children’s school uniforms and for the medical
bills of parents in need.

However, it is essential to rebalance international relations
governing North-South relations within the touristic route and to
supply fair remuneration. Tour operators in the North, local
subcontractors and communities in the South must come to an
agreement to regulate this route. In addition to local rules,
comprehensive governance standards should be adopted to enable
the equitable distribution of increasing tourism-generated revenues
for local actors and communities in particular.

The first research theme focuses on political dimension in
the construction of personal and collective identities. In this regard,
 on the one hand, we mean to examine the type of individualism
displayed by Mozambican migrants in Johannesburg. The specificity
of social relations in emigration areas and Mozambicans’ insertion
in the urban economy is likely to offer new contributions to the
debates on the relationship between individualisation and urbanisation
in Africa. Migrations towards South Africa being very old and
population movements in South Mozambique being very frequent,
we could not reason in terms of community order crisis without
further ado. But while individualisation is an ancient phenomenon
in South Mozambique, we hypothesise that the socio-political
changes that have been occurring in both countries for the past
fifteen years or so have given it a new meaning.

Studying the way Mozambicans live in town is in line with
the questioning on identity construction in which political potentiality
is also manifest. It is advisable to examine in particular the way in
which urbanisation affects migrants’ political perceptions and
whether they maintain a sense of belonging to an ethnic group
while living in town. Or, in other words, to what extent does living
in an urban environment, while being exposed to xenophobia, bring
migrants to think of themselves as foreigners rather than members
of an ethnic group? The first material gathered on this issue suggests
an identification dynamics different from that surveyed in rural areas
at the Mozambican-South African border where, because of the
opposition between Sothos and Shangaans, Mozambican migrants
identify with the second ethnic group before thinking of themselves
as Mozambicans.

The second research theme refers to sense of belonging
and the relationship between space and identity. The way in which
Mozambican migrants refer to South African society will be
considered. What enables individuals in an eminently precarious
situation to live and exchange will also be the subject of a detailed
description. Several authors have outlined with good reason the
fact that African migrants barely identify with South African society
and Johannesburg, although these authors did not seek to make
an in depth study of concrete forms of social participation. Irrespective
of migrants’ vulnerability, it is not indeed possible to pretend that
they do not have a social and spatial presence, that they do not
live and work in the city. Only when their practices are known will
their experience in town and the relationships they form with other
migrants, South Africans and institutions be truly understood.

Furthermore, Mozambican ethnicity developed in South Africa
is an interesting notion as would be, in this regard, a study of the
relationship between Mozambicans who acquired South African
citizenship and other legal or illegal Mozambican migrants. We will
focus our attention in particular on the efforts made by political
actors to build a “Mozambican community”. The peculiarity of the
Mozambican case and the recent migratory flows towards
Johannesburg can again offer original input for debates on
transnationalism. For, while migrant labour organised towards mines
has undoubtedly and for a long time structured these transborder
flows and still plays an important role in the imaginary of migration,
today’s dynamics originate in other logics that have not yet received
all the attention they deserve.

In order to answer these questions, we will conduct several
studies based on life stories, descriptions of practices and an
ethnographic-based field study. As an extension of the work carried
out so far, the first study will concern the hawkers of downtown
Johannesburg. A detailed description of their trajectory and
experience at work and in the city will be established. This study
will make it possible to gather material with a view to taking part
in the debates on the inner-city of Johannesburg. A second study
will focus on ethnic entrepreneurs who seek to organise a community.
A third study will work towards reconstituting migratory networks.
In this regard, several sites in South Africa and Mozambique will
be investigated so as to move from individuals to more organised
levels.
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The CNRS is the largest European research institution with 26 000
employees of which 12 000 are researchers and 14 000 are engineers,
technicians and administrative staff. Following the complete reform of the
Centre, the research departments have been transformed. The Centre now
consists of four main departments, two transversal departments and two
institutes. Inter Regional Divisions were established.

In parallel, a new national organisation has been set up: the National
Research Agency (ANR). This organisation calls for projects to which French
research organisations can tender. Selected projects are then financed by
the ANR. For more details on the ANR, please visit: www.cnrs.fr

Since 1996 the CNRS office in Johannesburg has been working
towards reinforcing relations with African scientists. In 2002 the office moved
to the French Institute of South Africa (IFAS) and became a regional office
in contact with CNRS headquarters in Paris and our partners in Sub-
Saharan Africa and the Indian Ocean. While South Africa is the main partner
of CNRS in Africa, our office benefits from many links with almost every
one of the 45 regional countries.

Since June 2005, CNRS researcher François-Xavier Fauvelle Aymar
has been posted at the French Institute with a view to reinforce interventions
in Human and Social Sciences. The idea of using CNRS as a link between
South Africa and Francophone Africa is a key feature of future collaboration.

Long term programmes: in association with our South African
partners, five priority programmes have been defined: Water, Synchrotron
Technology, Global Change and Biodiversity, Natural Substances, Archaeology
and Palaeontology.

IFAS research team
IFAS history and mission

The French Institute of South Africa, founded in 1995 in Johannesburg,
promotes French cultural presence in South Africa. The Institute, under the
French Department of Foreign Affairs, is also a centre of research in Social
and Human Sciences aiming to stimulate and support French academic and
scientific research on South and Southern Africa.

Under the authority of a Research Council, IFAS elaborates and runs
research programmes in partnership with academic institutions or other
research organisations in the various fields of Social and Human Sciences.
The Institute also helps researchers working on the region to obtain research
bursaries and grants, and supports scientific exchange with South African
partners. It runs a specialised library, helps with the publication of research
results and organises colloquiums and conferences.

Future events (forecasts):
9-14 January: Palaeontology Congress at the University of the 

Witwatersrand (Johannesburg)
12 January: P2R Water and STIC Africa meeting at the 

Department of Science and Technology
23-25 January: Field trip to Madagascar
06-08 February: Field trip to Namibia (renewal of CNRS/UN co-

operation agreement)
09-11 February: Field trip to Botswana
22-24 February: Rock Art Symposium (Kimberley)
06-12 March: Field trip to Mauritius
March (date to be announced): Franco-South African workshop on 

synchrotron  technology (iThemba Labs, Cape Town).
13-14 March: Launch of STIC Africa (Cape Town)
27 March-02 April: Summer school on nanomaterials organised by 

the CNRS at the Tsitsikamma Lodge (Eastern 
Cape)

24-30 April: Franco-Malagasy workshop organised by the 
CNRS on natural substances (Antananarivo)

03-05 May: IST-Africa, Digital Divide, CSIR (Pretoria)
29-31 May: Ethics in Africa (Cape Town)
17-23 July: 16th International Congress of Sociology (Durban).
07-09 August: Congress of Marine Archaeology (Mossel Bay)
31 August: William Mourey will be leaving the JHB office to 

be replaced by a new representative as from 
the 1st of September 2006. Contact details 
remain the same.

Contact details:  Dr. William MOUREY
CNRS Representative in Sub-Saharan Africa and the Indian Ocean

P.O. Box 542, 2113 Newtown, South Africa
66 Margaret Mcingana Street, Newtown

Tel.: +27 (0)11 836 0561 Fax: +27 (0)11 836 5850  Email: cnrs@ifas.org.za

The IRD (http://www.ird.fr) is a French State-owned science and
technology research agency under the joint authority of the French ministries
in charge of research and co-operation. Its specific purpose is to contribute
to research for sustainable development in the countries of the South, in
partnership with local institutions.

IRD has three basic missions: Research, Training and
Consultancy.

Activities take place within 83 research or service units of which
many are mixed units that include teams from IRD as well as Universities
and other public research organisations. Domains covered by IRD range
from Science of the Universe, Environmental Sciences and Biological
Science to Health Sciences and Human and Social Sciences.

The annual budget of the Institute amounts to 200 million Euros.
IRD employs close to 800 researchers, 800 engineers, technicians and
administrative staff as well as 600 locally recruited permanent staff. It has
at its disposal 34 centres and representations worldwide. IRD is represented
in South Africa with an office at IFAS in Johannesburg.

IRD has been represented officially in South Africa since 1995
(irdafsud@iafrica.com) and has been conducting research and training
programmes in partnership with local universities and research institutions.
The principal ongoing research domains concern Oceanography (taking
into account the double aspect of climate and fish population management),
Complex Systems Modelling, Integrated Water Management Hydrology,
Sugar Cane Pest and Urban Geography.

Perspectives…

France and South Africa will be reinforcing their collaboration as
regards Water Science and Technology.

To this end, under the umbrella of the French Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Department of Sciences and Technologies (DST) of the
Republic of South Africa, the new network called South African French
Centre for Water Sciences and Technologies (SAFeWater) was launched
during a workshop held in Johannesburg on 30, 31 May and 1 June 2005.

The co-ordinator will be, for the South African side, the Water
Research Commission (WRC) and, for the French side, the Institut de
Recherche pour le Développement (IRD).                 M

A dozen French researchers from major water research centres
(Cirad, Cemagref, CNRS, IRD, Universities) and several South African
researchers gathered for a brain-storming session to prepare research
collaboration projects on 3 identified themes, i.e. hydrometeorology, salinity
and purification and, finally, social water management. A network research
programme (P2R), materialised through a call for bilateral joint proposals
will be initiated at the beginning of 2006.

Contact details : Dr. Jean-Marie FRITSCH - IRD Representative in South Africa
c/o IFAS, PO Box 542, Newtown, 2113 Johannesburg, South Africa

Tel.:  27 (0)11 836 05 61 / 05 64  Fax: 27 (0)11 836 58 50
Email: irdafsud@iafrica.com

CNRS office in
johannesburg IRD in brief
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Research Director: Dr Aurelia WA KABWE-SEGATTI

Research Personnel
• CNRS Researcher: Dr. François-Xavier FAUVELLE-AYMAR, historian, 

researcher at the Institut d’Etudes Africaines at the University of Provence
• Doctoral Students : Nicolas PONS-VIGNON (EHESS, Paris) and Vincent 

DARRACQ (CEAN, Bordeaux)

Administration Personnel
•  Webmaster/Librarian: Werner PRINSLOO
•  Translator: Laurent CHAUVET
•  Secretary: Mathy BAFAYA-BOMBUTSI
•  Communication: Nuno AFONSO
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lists of publications - IFAS research
Liste des publications de I’IFAS - recherche
Seuls les ouvrages dont le prix est indiqué sont
d i s p o n i b l e s  s u r  c o m m a n d e  à  l ’ I F A S
(secretariatrecherche@ifsa.org.za). Une remise de 30% sur
le prix indiqué en rands sera faite pour les étudiants d’Afrique
australe (faxer la carte d’étudiant). Les frais de port sont en
supplément. Pour les autres ouvrages, s’adresser directement
à l’éditeur.

Only pr iced works are avai lable on order
(secretariatrecherche@ifsa.org.za). A 30% discount in Rand
will be granted to students from Southern Africa (please fax
your student card). Freight is additional. For non-priced
publications, please contact the publisher directly.

Les Nouveaux Cahiers de l’IFAS / IFAS working paper
series (disponible en ligne/available on line:
www.ifas.org.za/research)

JONE, Claudio, Décembre 2005, Press and Democratic
transition in Mozambique 1990-2000, N°7

RICHARD, Jean-Pierre, Octobre 2005, en collaboration
 avec Denise GODWIN (AFSSA) (Dir.), Translation-

Transnation 1994-2004 -  Dix ans d’échanges
littéraires entre l’Afrique du Sud et la France, N°6

AMBERT, Cécile, December 2004, (Development Works),
HIV, AIDS and Integrated development Planning:
a Reality Check – Municipal Planning and
Perspectives and Responses, N°5.

ZWANG, Julien, December 2004,  Perceptions and
Attitudes Towards Late Marriage and Premarital 
Fertility in South Africa – A Study on Social Changes
and Health Risks Among Young Adults, N°4.

LAFON, Michel and DRIMIE, Scott, June 2003, Food
 Security in Southern Africa, Causes and Responses

 from the Region, Johannesburg, IFAS, N°3, 120 p (frais
de port uniquement / only transport costs ) .

FAURE, Véronique, February 2002, Bodies and Politics,
Healing Rituals in the Democratic South Africa,
Johannesburg, IFAS, N°2, 76 p (épuisé/out of stock).

MOLLER, Valérie and Helga, DICKOW, March 2001,
Five Years into Democracy, Elite and Rank-and-file
Perspectives on South African Quality of Life and
the “Rainbow Nation”, Johannesburg, IFAS, N°1

 (épuisé/out of stock).

Co-publications/Co-éditions:
IFAS – Karthala, collection Hommes et Sociétés / IFAS-
Karthala Co-Publications – Man and Society Collection

GUILLAUME, Phillipe, PEJOUT, Nicolas and Aurelia
WA KABWE-SEGATTI, (Dir.), 2004, L’Afrique du Sud
dix ans après: Transition accomplie? Paris, 361 p
(€ 18,15/R 150).

MAYNET-VALLEIX, Hélène, 2002, Durban, les Indiens,
leurs territoires, leur identités, Paris, 252 p.

RICARD, Alain, 2000, Excursion missionnaire dans
 les Montagnes bleues, suivi de la notice sur les 
Zoulas, Paris, 209 p.

BRAHIMI, Denise, 2000, Nadine Gordimer, la femme,
la politique et le roman, Paris, 196 p.

BOUILLON, Antoine (Dir.), 1999, Immigration africaine
 en Afrique du Sud, Les migrants francophones
des années 90, Paris, 235 p.

GERVAIS-LAMBONY, Philippe, JAGLIN, Sylvie, et Alan
MABIN (Dir.), 1999, La question urbaine en Afrique
australe, Perspectives de recherche, Paris, 325 p.

IFAS- PROTEA
ALDEN Chris and Guy MARTIN, 2004, France and
South Africa: Towards a New Engagement with
Africa, Pretoria.

HUGON, Philippe, 2004, The Economy of South
Africa, Pretoria.

PERRET, Sylvain and Marie-Rose MERCOIRET,
 2003, Supporting Small-Scale Farmers and
Rural Organisations: Learning from Experiences
in West Africa, A Handbook for Development
Operators and Local Managers, Pretoria, 320 p.

BOUILLON, Antoine and Alan MORRIS 2001,
African Immigration to South Africa:
Francophone Migration of the 1990s, Pretoria,
175 p.

CLING, Jean-Pierre, 2001, From Isolation to
Integration: The Post-Apartheid South African
Economy, Pretoria, 188 p.

DE VILLEBOIS-MAREUIL, 2000, Oorlogsdagboek
van veggeneraal De Villebois-Mareuil, Pretoria.

QUIGNARD, Pascal, 2000, Elke oggend van die
wêreld (Tous les matins du monde), Pretoria.

IFAS-IRD
MARTIN, Jean-Yves (Dir.), 2002, Développement
durable, doctrines, pratiques, évaluations.

IFAS-HSRC
BEKKER, Simon and Rachel Prinsloo (Dir.), 1999,
Identity? Theory, Politics, History, Pretoria.

IFAS-IFRA
BEKKER, Simon and Antoinette, LOUW (Dir.), 1996,
Cities Under Siege. Urban Violence in Southern,
Central and Western Africa, Université du Natal
(Durban).

IFAS-Presses du CNRS
OLIVIER, Emmanuelle, VALENTIN, Manuel, 2005,
Les Bushmen dans l ’Histoire ,  Par is.

Publications à paraître ou en projet /
forthcoming or ongoing publications

IFAS-Karthala (à paraître) (forthcoming)
GERMAIN, Eric, 2006, Un islam du Cap ? A la
recherche d’une identité musulmane sud-
africaine (titre provioire), 1860-1994, Paris

MORANGE, Marianne, 2006, Habiter à Port
 Elisabeth. Propriétaire ou locataire dans la ville

post-apartheid (titre provisoire), Paris.

HAYEM, Judith, 2006, La figure ouvrière en
 Afrique du Sud après la fin de l’apartheid. De
l’usine lieu de la chance à l’unanimisme
productiviste. (titre provisoire), Paris.
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15 February 2006

@ IFAS : Launching of the book entitled Histoire de
l’Afrique du Sud by François-Xavier Fauvelle-Aymar,
CNRS Historian and researcher with the Institut d’Etudes
Africaines (Univ. of Provence).

23 February 2006

As part of IFAS-DIBUKA seminar series on “Africa and
Globalisation”, “Cultural diversity as a political challenge
for Globalisation”, conference in partnership with WISER
(Wits Institute for Socio-Economic Research).

8 March 2006

As part of IFAS-DIBUKA seminar series on “Africa and
Globalisation”, “Neither aid nor trade: building effective
African states in a global context”, conference in
partnership with the EDGE Institute.

23-26 August 2006

International Colloquium: « Henri Breuil et l’Afrique, la
fabrique de l’archéologie préhistorique africaine dans
la première moitié du XXe siècle. » Organisers : François-
Xavier Fauvelle-Aymar (CNRS-IFAS), Nathan Schlanger
(INHA, INRAP) and Benjamin Smith (Rock Art Research
Institute, Univ. of Wits). Partner institutions: IFAS/French
Embassy in Pretor ia,  Rock Art  Research
Institute/University of Witwatersrand, Programme
“Archives Breuil” (ACI French Department of Culture).

PROGRAMMES
PROGRAMMES

« Dialogue et rapports interculturels : Le rôle de l’école
dans la construction d'un modèle démocratique participatif
et pluriculturel en Afrique du Sud. » / “Dialogue and
intercultural relations : The role of schools in the construction
of a participatory and multicultural democratic model in
South Africa”

20-27 March 

Vijé FRANCHI et Annie BENVENISTE: Focus groups
et restitution aux équipes enseignantes.

20-31 March 

Jean-Paul PAYET et Mary-Anne DENEUVY : entretiens
avec des équipes de direction des écoles du projet.

Calendar: January - July 2006
Calendrier: Janvier - Juillet 2006

JEUNES CHERCHEURS
JUNIOR RESEARCHERS
(January-March 2006)

10 January-19 February  

Jeanne VIVET, Univ. Paris 10 – Nanterre: « Villes et
Guerres: Le cas de Maputo »

13 January-31 March  

Nathanaël TSOTSA, Univ. Bordeaux 4 : « L'Etat et les
mobilisations collectives dans les politiques publiques
de santé: analyse comparative à partir des technologies
de lutte contre le sida en Afrique du Sud, au Burkina
faso et au Cameroun. »

1st February-30 April 

Claudio JONE, Univ Bordeaux 3: « Presse et politique
en Afrique australe depuis les années 1980. »

February-August 

Laurence ITAM, EHESS, “Free antiretroviral in Malawi.
Effect of a program on the practice and perceptions of
popular highly touched /affected by the aids pandemic.”

February

Simao NHAMBI, Univ. Kwazulu-Natal, “Economic
integration of Mozambicans living and working in
Durban.”

11 February-14 March

Agathe MAUPIN, Univ. Bordeaux 3, « Les enjeux
multiscalaires de la gestion de l'eau en Afrique australe:
l'exemple du Molopo, affluent frontalier entre l'Afrique
du Sud et le Botswana. »

17 February-15 May 

Mathilde AUROUX, Univ. Bordeaux 3, « La liesbeek
River au cap: La réhabilitation d'une rivière urbaine:
comparaison avec la Jal le qui passe dans
l'agglomération bordelaise. »

March 

Agnès LAGRANGE, Univ. Bordeaux 3, « L'inégale
répartition des ressources dans le secteur agricole. »

28 March-30 May 

Pierre HENQUINEZ, Univ. Aix-Marseille, Histoire du
peuplement du Lesotho au XIXème par l'assimilation
de populations étrangères.


