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After a 14-month gap since the last issue of Lesedi, which marked the end of

my predecessor's mandate, the publication of this ninth issue is placed under
the sign of change. Changes have indeed been numerous ever since Aurelia
Wa Kabwe-Segatti left IFAS, first of all in terms of personnel: the Research
Director in October 2008, the Communications intern as well as the Research
Secretary in early 2009. But Lesedi itself is changing, switching to a bi-annual
electronic version. The contents of Lesedi will also change progressively over
the next issues with an emphasis on the former “Focus on...” section that will
welcome in-depth papers (from junior researchers in particular) as well as
several foci on current research programmes and scientific events: these entry
points should lead the readers into a better and periodical exploration of the
updated website. But, as far as substance is concerned, the new Lesedi will
remain true to its initial objectives. It will work as a showcase for the Institute, its
research programmes and the researchers who run them. As such, it will
enable young researchers benefiting from IFAS bursaries as well as senior
researchers on secondment at IFAS, to express themselves. It will give them all
an opportunity to author a first article, to experiment on current research trails
and to make more typical assessments of programmes hosted by the Institute.
Moreover, Lesedi being published in both French and English, will make for the
better transmission of results and research actions to our mainly English-
speaking SouthernAfrican partners.

Within this renewed framework, this issue of Lesedi will inform readers of the
activities of the past ten months, rich in encounters and scientific events: the
conference on Written Cultures, held at the University of Cape Town in
December 2008 and organised by Adrien Delmas and Nigel Penn, and the
workshop on the use ofAfrican languages in education, held at the University of
Pretoria in March 2009 and organised by Michel Lafon and Vic Webb, are two of
the main events for that period. As far as current research is concerned, in
addtion to the two fields of research already mentioned above (History and
Archaeology and Modernisation ofAfrican Languages), this year will be the last
for theANR programme on Transit Migrations, in the field of Migrations directed
by Aurelia Wa Kabwe-Segatti. This issue contains an intermediary assessment
of the programme, before the main closing conference to be held in Paris in
December 2009. In the “Focus on...” section, the fourth field privileged by the
Institute, Urban Studies, is also evoked with an article by Marianne Morange on
the research work conducted within the framework of ANR Jugurta and, since
2009, within the framework of the Writing Workshop organised by the University
of Paris 13 and IFAS on “Crossing the North-South Divide on Urban
Regeneration” with the first encounter taking place in Johannesbourg and
Cape Town at the end of June. Finally, young researchers will also be
represented in the “Focus on...” section with an article by Lorraine Roubertie
who continues her research work for her thesis on jazz teaching in SouthAfrica.

Enjoy the reading!
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Lorraine Roubertie
Doctoral Student, University of Paris 8 Vincennes - Saint-Denis
Doctoral School “Esth’etique, Sciences et Technologies des Arts”,
specialisation in Music

ccording to various sources, South African jazz comes

from Cape Town. Such a statement has been of great
interest to my research on what I called, up to the summer
of 2007, the “resurgence” of jazz in post-apartheid South
Africa. From this Cape Townian specificity – which to me
had become a priority – came the idea of associating the
subject of my thesis,

, with this
geographical area reputed to be the cradle and the fertile
melting pot of “original Creole repertoires” that include
jazz.

July-September 2007. After conducting interviews for
two months mainly in Johannesburg and Pretoria, and

more briefly in Durban, I spent another month in Cape Town
where I stayed at the , a hostel for
researchers on the campus of the University of Cape Town
(UCT). In this favourable environment, a stone's throw
away from the South African College of Music (SACM), I
was able to meet and speak to many key local players
about this jazz “reconstruction”. It was within the framework
of that field trip that I decided to tackle the issue from the
transmission point of view, i.e. as a continuum rather than a
fixed result .

July-August 2008. I came back to South Africa nine

Jazz Transmission in South Africa
since the End of the Apartheid Regime
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months later to further my research on site and, this time, to
focus on a select number of institutions where jazz is
taught, as well as on certain informal places of
transmission. I spent my first week of research in an
environment that could not have been more appropriate in
view of my research: the Standard Bank National Youth
Jazz Festival (NYJF) in Grahamstown (Eastern Cape, 25
June-1July). This festival has been gathering since 1992 an
increasing number of students selected from very different
institutions throughout the country . The five-day jazz
programme of the Festival is entirely devoted to the young
generation of jazz musicians. It offers many concerts and
jam sessions involving local and international musicians,
as well as over one hundred (practical and theoretical)
workshops and round tables, many of which I was able to
attend as a lecturer and/or an observer. It is during the
NYJF that a qualified jury names the members of the
prestigious National Youth Jazz Band and the National
School's Big Band. Attending the NYJF seemed like the
perfect experience to inform my general appreciation of the

relationship of today's South African youth
with jazz. Yet the risky counterpart of this
privileged situation is to stick to the
caricatured vision of an eminently complex
reality. After several interviews, with Festival
Director Alan Webster in particular, it
appeared indeed that the NYJF, among
others, was implicitly proposing to South
African society – which suffers from an
identity crisis – a sort of integration model
through an artistic idiom which is by definition
hybrid and mixed, i.e. jazz.Also, with a view to
understanding better what was being decided
in the jazz world, I subsequently decided to
pay more attention to the issue of jazz-related
symbolic representations among the youth I
was to meet in Cape Town and its surrounds.

For, while the symbolic dimension of the
first form of “South African jazz” – at the
beginning of the 20 century then under
apartheid – has been the subject of many
studies , one cannot say as much for the post-
apartheid era, and even less in recent years,
a period judiciously referred to as the
“adolescence of SouthAfrican democracy” .

A 900km-trip from Grahamstown to Cape Town was for
me an opportunity to examine, from an even closer vantage
point, the issue of racial and social integration which, if not
achieved, has at least been favoured through jazz. I was
allowed to join the passengers of a bus chartered by UCT,
gathering about a hundred students and teachers from
different social and ethnic backgrounds, jazz being often
their only point of convergence. Refusing to draw hasty
conclusions from my experience during the trip, and merely
observing, I saw a sort of utopia already well on its way,
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Jazz comes from Cape Town?
Jazz in South Africa since 1994: The Example of the Western Cape
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Swedish jazz saxophone player and renowned teacher Per Thornberg leading an improvisation
workshop at the National Youth Jazz Festival in Grahamstown © Lorraine Roubertie



even if short-lived. Symbolically, jazz seemed to continue
playing a role. But which one exactly? Were the students
and teachers – the actors of that “utopia on the move” –
aware of it? And which jazz was it about then? Is it possible
to define it musically? According to which process is it
taught, perceived or learned? Do these modes of
transmission have an influence on musical behaviour, on
the behaviour of the new generations and on their social
behaviour? How and why do identity issues and what jazz
conveys support or fail to support one another? As many
questions should allow me to sustain my research in Cape
Town and Stellenbosch.

Spending a great deal of time at the SACM, in what had
become a familiar environment, and benefiting from the
support of Listening and Computer Laboratory Officer Mr
Paul Sedres, it was not long before I was able to network
and meet with the main actors of jazz music teaching,
mainly at UCT and in various high schools. My encounter
with Mr Keith Tabisher, jazz guitarist and Curriculum
Advisor at the Western Cape Education Department for
high school music programmes, proved to be a decisive
factor. He explained to me the Secondary Education reform
that saw the introduction of jazz in music programmes (in
Further Education and Training) in 2006. He introduced me
to many teachers and school directors likely to concern my
research. Beyond these first contacts, I was able to develop
an extended network in the field, and I spent time in
institutions and workgroups of different types: from the jazz
classes of the SACF or the big band of the South African
College Schools (SACS) to the educational and social
work of George Werner with the Little Giants orchestra
(1999), via the very recent Xulon MusicTech founded by
pianist Camillo Lombard in Kensington (Cape Town), or via
the oldest of the private (still running) institutions in the field,
Merton Barrow's Jazz Workshop (1965). I also visited
music classes in various high schools: in popular districts
(e.g. the Belhar HS in Parow and the Alexander Sinton HS
in Athlone, among others) as well as privileged areas (e.g.
the Settlers HS in Bellville and the SACS in Newlands,
among others). In addition to my interviewing 34 teachers
and attending various student concerts, I also had the
opportunity to attend classes and observe the courses

8

international model of “good urban governance”, a form of
urbanism sometimes referred to as being neo-liberal
because it is founded on the principle of public-private
partnership. Also because it is founded on the construction
of growth systems seeking to attract, in the name of local
economic development, Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
and tourists in the showcase spaces of globalised cities .
Local South African authorities, having acquired strong
autonomy since the end of apartheid, have enthusiastically
adopted CIDs because these are enjoined to “carry out”
local economic development so as to create jobs. Job
creation is a political emergency in a country where
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(Programme directed by P. Gervais-Lambony*)

Marianne Morange,

ince the end of the 1990s, City Improvement Districts or

CIDs – tools of urban renewal and space security (cf. box) –
have been thriving in Johannesburg and Cape Town. CIDs
were not invented in South Africa. They come from an

Senior Lecturer, University of Paris 13 – Geography Dept.
Laboratoire CRESC EA 2356 & Laboratoire Gecko-Paris X,
EA375 (ANR Jugurta)
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being taught, which helped me refine my perception of
some of the issues at stake that were not really visible from
the outside. The formal discussions and/or interviews
conducted with about fifteen students, as well as the
questionnaires handed out , enabled me to analyse certain
issues in more depth (social origin, perception and
definition of jazz as well as its relationship to local heritage
among others). Two collective interviews based on
listening to music, filling in a questionnaire and discussing
music, further improved my perception of collective
representations linked to jazz among youth from different
social backgrounds.

Despite certain restrictions (time-related, economic and
linguistic in particular) which necessarily influenced the
course of my research, this field trip made it possible for me
to confirm many hypotheses put forward in previous years,
among which one can include the permanence of a certain
collective attachment to symbolic jazz values in South
Africa. Such values are more often transmitted implicitly,
and are adapting more or less consciously to the changes
resulting from globalisation.
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1. The complete title of the thesis is “Jazz Transmission in South Africa
since the End of theApartheid Regime; Cultural and SocialAction: The
Example of the Western Cape”.

2. MARTIN Denis-Constant, “Le Cap ou les partages inégaux de la
créolité sud-africaine”, 168, Paris, EHESS
Publishers, 2002.

3. The first results of that field trip were published in an article entitled
“Jazz in South Africa after 1994: Heritage and Mutations”, n°8,
April 2008.

4. 270 students, 40 lecturers and 27 institutions represented during the
2008 edition.

5. Students were invited to take part in them.
6. Cf. Ballantine Christopher,

(Johannesburg, Ravan Press, 1993) ; COPLAN David,
(Londres, Longman, 1985); ANSELL Gwen,

(New York-Londres, Continuum, 2004).
7. A parallel has often been established between adolescence (the age

of uncertainty) and the identity crisis of SouthAfrican society.
8. Amainly white primary and secondary education establishment based

in Newlands (Cape Town) founded in 1829, making it the oldest school
in SouthAfrica.

9. Out of about one hundred questionnaires distributed, 39 students and
10 teachers filled them in.

10. All research was carried out in English.
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Marabi Nights, Early South African jazz
and vaudeville
In Township Tonight !
Soweto Blues
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CIDs and Spatial Justice in South African City Centres
Landmarks for Research within the Framework of the Jugurta Programme

3IFAS Research Newsletter - no. 9 - July 2009



m a s s i v e u n e m p l o y m e n t a n d
underemployment often reflect badly on the
ANC, which was weakened during the last
legislative elections (April 2009).

The arrival of BIDs in post-apartheid cities
and its South African manifestation – the CID
– are more significant than anywhere else in
the world where BIDs are being criticised for
their negative effects, at several levels and in
several domains: social exclusion, the
militarisation and privatisation of public
spaces, as well as the gentrification of
formerly popular central areas. Yet, in South
Africa, this debate echoes even more in that
the demands for social and spatial justice are
extremely strong, due to the weight of the
urban apartheid legacy.

CIDs contribute to increasing property and
building value and, indirectly, public revenues;
they improve security and street cleanliness,
make it possible for businesses in decaying
suburbs to reopen, and modernise urban
landscapes . However, such “restoration” is
often carried out through violent social clean-
up (street children, beggars, prostitutes and
hobos are expelled from urban central spaces
using armed forces). How should one
reconcile the construction of a modern and
smooth showcase with “a right to the city” , in a
country where freedom of movement and the
right to be in a public space has only been
acquired recently? While the pass and permit
system oppressed many generations of Black
South Africans, many perceive any form of hindrance to
one's freedom of movement as an unbearable form of
rampant neo-apartheid.

Moreover, because of CIDs, the demand for housing in
city centres – where lands are becoming rare – is becoming
increasingly important and is boosting rents on the open
market. Furthermore, building renovations lead to the
poorer being evicted, i.e. these often being Black and
Coloured populations that, for example, had managed to
settle in central Johannesburg during the 1980s. How
should one reconcile residential desegregation policies
with public and central space gentrification and
merchandising in general (i.e. where spaces are
transformed into consumable goods, endowed with a
market value and therefore become inaccessible to those
who do not have the means to “consume” it)?

How should one authorise the ring fencing principle of a
local tax while post-apartheid metropolitan integration (i.e.
the creation of large unified metropolises to end the political
and tax fragmentation inherited from apartheid) was
intended to allow tax cross-subsidisation? Indeed, CIDs
seem to contradict the famous slogan of the struggle years:
“one city, one tax base”.

Finally, how should one reconcile CIDs with the new
democratic and political participation requirement? There

7
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is of course a local democratic procedure to validate CIDs
(cf. box), but it only works at local level. Residents from the
rest of the metropolis, and township residents in particular,
were only very marginally consulted at the time of the public
debates on (municipal or provincial) by-laws governing
CIDs. The public survey was not concerned with the CID
principle but with the technical content of CID by-laws, and
therefore focused on the technical mechanisms of an
already-validated policy.

We can examine this question from three angles, by
considering either the debate among the scientific
community, the political debate among town-planning
circles or the debate resulting from the way residents, users
and associations perceive CIDs (depending on the
viewpoint that is given precedence). In these three cases, a
certain conception of (more or less spatialised) justice is
either built, presupposed and postulated, or is implicitly
admitted by CID defenders or detractors. Within the
framework of the Jugurta Programme, we try to untangle
such presuppositions and clarify such positions. In other
words, which definitions and conceptions of spatial justice
are essential? While researchers, town planners and
politicians differ significantly in their definition of justice,
how do such definitions compare with residents' concerns
and expectations? How do these different conceptions
interact to recreate the notion of justice?

theIn the town planning and urban policy domains,

What is a CID?

A CID is the South African version of the Business Improvement
District that was born in Canada and spread rapidly to the United
States, before spreading to the rest of the world and South Africa in
particular, at the end of the 1990s. It refers to an area of urban
renewal in which land owners accept to pay for an additional local
tax (following a consultation and voting process requiring the
consent of 51% of land owners), in exchange for additional services
(cleaning, security, urban embellishment etc.). This additional tax
can transit via the metropolitan municipal budget but is repaid to
the CID that manages it and cannot be the subject of cross-
subsidising between suburbs. CIDs are managed through by-laws
(municipal in Cape Town and provincial in Johannesburg). The
actual services are carried out by private companies contracted by
the CID. In South Africa, such services concern mainly the
increasing security of central spaces by private security
companies, as well as the physical renewal of space accompanied
by a “social clean-up”. Whether for their creation or their renewal
(every three years), CIDs must receive the consent of the
municipality. CIDs have to do with neo-liberal urbanism in that they
are based on a reformist approach of governance systems (the
“creative destruction” evoked by Brenner and Theodore) and on
the advent of public-private partnerships – where a redefinition of
the role of the State and local authorities is made in the name of the
entrepreneurial city ideal. Besides, CIDs serve an objective of
economic growth in a globalised framework where cities compete
with one another. While CIDs have taken on varied forms, i.e.
suburban or “residential”, for the purpose of this article we are only
considering central CIDs, i.e. those partaking of the urban renewal
of spaces deemed vital in globalisation.
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notion of international models contributes to validating the
CID tool, in the name of international expertise and
experience. Moreover, a discourse on hybridisation has
been developing: a set of adaptations seems to ensure that
the “transplant” of a CID, in the literal sense, is not rejected.
However, the debate on justice has been de-spatialised,
paradoxically by the actual naturalisation of the principles
of local economic development and urban policy
territorialisation: ,
CIDs are, by definition, deemed non criticisable for the
spatial injustices they generate structurally

they impose. Tax fragmentation,
the reinforcement of unequal access to urban services and
securing certain spaces as a priority, does not seem to pose
a problem since they are said to partake of the construction
of a metropolitan economic policy and a central space open
to all. On the other hand, the local effects of CIDs
pose a problem: gentrification, exclusion of the
poor from the streets and confining hawkers to
diminishing spaces around the central station,
among others, are taken into consideration and
remedies for these “side effects” are being
sought. This makes it possible to promote a
definition of justice which complies in
appearance with post-apartheid political
expectations, but which hides the issue of “the
right to the city”: the issue is no longer about
knowing who has the right the public
space and to do what, but how are we going to
“help”, in accordance with an ideology founded
on charity, .

and users' side, CIDs
are questioned mainly by groups that do not
wish to pay additional taxes because they deem
CID services as compulsory municipal services.
Those who oppose CIDs also do it in the name
of a certain conception of public action and
service, criticising the fact that the authorities
are passing the responsibility on to the private
sector. Behind this criticism, one can see
apartheid city divisions being replayed:
devolution in favour of the private sector is
perceived (even when, as in this case, it is about service
improvement) as giving unfair attention by the authorities to
township problems, through a strange reversal of
perspective. In the end, this is perhaps the most
“territorialised” criticism of CIDs we have heard. Finally,
residents are almost the only ones to question procedural
fairness (Are CID creation procedures fair or not?), but do
not question the right of local communities to assert control
over a suburb. Is this conception of democracy compatible
with fair urban policies, and how? This is the kind of debate
which CIDs also lead to.

the social and spatial
consequences of CIDs are largely debated. While nobody
denies that CIDs have an impact on social exclusion and
public space privatisation, what they mean is very much
contested. There are two main conceptions in this regard:
the first one is linked to radical geography as well as
anglophone post-colonial studies, and the second is rooted
in the francophone reflection on territory and governance

From the residents

In the scientific debate,

as spatialised technical mechanisms

through the
spatial and scalar choices

in space

to be in

those who should not be there

scales as well as public policy territorialisation.

The post-colonial reading is part of a critical and radical
tradition of reflection on social justice. The authors
concerned criticise CIDs because they create problems of
fundamental rights and public freedom and, in their eyes,
are tools that perpetuate domination and exclusion while
criminalising poverty. Indeed, CIDs carry out the discursive
and material redefinition of merchandised public space.
We can implicitly read in it the influence of
and a certain idea of the “right to the city” . These authors
use a legal register. Through a Rawlsian reading of justice,
the founding principle of freedom and equality of treatment
prevails indeed in their approach, but the debate on
economic redistribution and the potential benefits of
unequal treatment (“the difference principle”) is on the other
hand totally neglected. Justice principles are not being

articulated nor prioritised and this discourse denies the
definitions of justice by town planners.

In the second reading, territorial fragmentation is what
poses a problem above all. The authors concerned
question whether CIDs can produce spatial and social
justice by creating wealth
(spatialised policy), and therefore also for the townships
instead of creating injustice by allowing a local resource to
be confiscated (territorialised policy) They are interested
in the way CIDs and metropolitan social policies are
linked . These authors use the “public goods” and
“common goods” register. The issue of apartheid legacy is
raised here according to whether or not inherited economic
and social inequalities can be overcome, such a position
having more to do with an evaluation of existing
management policies. Still through a Rawlsian definition of
justice , inequality of treatment (“the difference principle”)
can be justifiable if it benefits the destitute. Then, in this
case, contrary to the previous position, the hierarchy of
justice principles poses a problem: the issue of social
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for the entire metropolis

.

Informal Trading on Green Market Square, Cape Town © Marianne Morange
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exclusion is not neglected but is
and deliberately not treated as such , which does

not comply with the Rawlsian requirement of equality of
treatment and freedom.

These two approaches are rarely compared (very few
texts tackle certain aspects but without really linking them
together ). Yet, can they be reconciled? Through the
Jugurta Programme, we are trying to do just that, by
reformulating a certain number of questions: for example,
“the difference principle” benefits the poor more perhaps,
but do they benefit from it as a priority? If this is not the case,
we are no longer in line with the Rawlsian framework
(accepting a differentiated treatment reinforces also the
wealthiest and the strongest, among others). Or still, if we
accept (still within the Rawlsian framework) the idea of a
hierarchy between the principles of
justice, fundamental freedoms and
equality of treatment which must be
maintained, are they actually
ma in ta ined w i th in the CID
framework? This is doubtful. How
should we then rearticulate the
question of fundamental freedoms
and rights on the one hand, and the
question of redistributive justice on
the other? This is the question CIDs
lead to, beyond the more typical
question – which prevails in current
debates, although it is no less
difficult to resolve – of the capacity of
urban policies to reconcile economic
redistribution and growth within a
competitive globalised framework
via a developmentalist State .

CIDs are very enlightening
subjects of study in that they create
complex debates on the notion of
justice and spatial justice in
particular. They give justice
meaning in a context where post-
a p a r t h e i d t r a n s f o r m a t i o n
challenges give it a special form. CIDs should enable us to
progress in this fundamental debate which raises issues
concerning one's capacity to reconcile or not (or to prioritise
and the way to do so) several conceptions of justice and
several legal stakes. We know how CIDs are imposed in the
name of the new accepted opinion of certification by
international expertise (and experience). How do they
“stand” the test of the political and social scene and the
demand for local justice? This is an open field of research
which we tackle through the Jugurta Programme in Cape
Town, and which was the subject of many debates when all
programme participants met at the University of
Witwatersrand on 25-27 May 2009.

explicitly placed in another
register
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* Maître de conférence en Géographie à Paris 13, laboratoire CRESC,
EA2356 Paris 13 and Laboratoire Gecko, EA375 Paris X (programme
Jugurta). ANR-07-SUDS-003-01 (appel : “Les Suds aujourd'hui”),
dirigé par P. Gervais-Lambony : Gecko (Paris X), ADES (équipe
Dymset, Bordeaux), UR Devloc (IRD), EHESS (South Africa, Kenya,
Maroc, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Tanzanie, Togo) (2008-2012)
( ).
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MITRANS
Transit Migration in Africa: Local and Global Dynamics; Politics and Experiences

Coordinators
Aurelia Wa Kabwe-Segatti

Jocelyne Streiff-Fénart

he Mitrans programme is entering its final phase. After

fieldworks were conducted in 2008, a meeting was
convened in Paris on 25-26 May 2009 at URMIS. This final
coordination meeting was focused on finalising the
structure of the Closing Conference to be held in Nice later
this year (10-12 December 2009), updating the group on
the progress of respective fieldworks and writing projects
and defining a publication agenda for the results. The
Mitrans closing conference, entitled “Transit' Migration in
Africa: Local and Global Dynamics; Politics and
Experiences”, will be structured around three themes:
Transit migration as a public issue; Migrant trajectories and
urban configurations and Individual and Collective
Identities, each introduced by renowned scholars in the

Aurelia.Wakabwe@wits.ac.za

Jocelyne.Streiff-Fénart@unice.fr
■

T

field. Virginie Guiraudon, from CNRS-University of Lille, will
speak about gaps between policy directions and
implementation from the perspective of the EU
Commission internal mechanisms; Laurent Fourchard,
FNSP-CEAN, will offer a historical overview of urban
dynamics of inclusion and exclusion of foreigners and
minorities in Western African cities; and Fariba Adlekah,
CERI, will address the concept of subjectivation and
explore it in relaiton with migration as both a collective and
individual process in religious travels. After a successful
call for papers that received over 60 proposals from around
the world (outcome of the selection in mid-July), the
conference will be an opportunity for members of the
programme to present their final results. Additional
fieldworks will be completed between June and October
2009 (Alain Morice in South Africa, Jocelyne Streiff-Fénart
and Philippe Poutignat in Bamako and Mahamet Timera in
Dakar). While a special issue on African States' migration
policies is in preparation, numerous individual publications
have already come out. A selection of the Conference best
papers will be edited by Jocelyne Streiff-Fénart and Aurelia
Wa Kabwe-Segatti, will be submitted to the UNESCO
Press.

Adrien Delmas
Doctoral Student, EHESS/IFAS

he French Institute of South Africa and the History

Department of the University of Cape Town co-organised
on the 2 and 3 of December 2008, at the University of
Cape Town, a conference on the relation between written
culture and European expansion during the Modern Era.
The conference gathered researchers from Southern
Africa, Latin America and Europe. As recent developments
in cultural history had, until now, never considered the
specificity of practices relating to writing rooted in colonial
contexts, the conference was organised to focus on the
different semantic, literary and material registers of texts
produced in the context of colonial contacts. The primary
intention here was to draw their specificities and question
the extent to which controlling the materiality of writing
involved and modified the many complex processes of
cultural encounters since the 16 century.

nd rd
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Conference
Written Culture in a Colonial Context: 16 - 19 Centuriesth th

On the one hand, the circulation of images, manuscripts
and printed books between the continents played a major
role in the European expansion process between the 16
and 19 centuries. Whether the Portuguese

, the Spanish or the Dutch, British or
French East India Companies, or even the Company of
Jesus, all must have known and knew how to mobilise
different forms of writing (journals, correspondence,
writings about travels and history etc.), set and inscribe
discourses on various media (engravings, manuscripts,
printed books etc.) and, with remarkable imagination, how
to regulate and control, with more or less resistance, the
circulation and reception of written material (archiving,
censuring and controlling publications, secrets etc.). On the
other hand, the introduction and appropriation of writing in
societies devoid of alphabetical writing, contributed to
important shifts in the function and meaning of written
culture.

On the basis of this double statement, discussions
hinged around five main lines:

th

th
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Michel Lafon
Linguist Cnrs-Llacan, Seconded to IFAS
Research Fellow, CentRePol - Center for Research on the Politics
of Language

n the 4th of March 2009, a workshop was held at the UP

Groenkloof campus, dealing with the training of teachers in
using African languages as MoI and with the teaching of
these languages as subjects at home language level, with a
special focus on Gauteng.

This workshop is part and parcel of the 2009 research
agenda of the programme 'Modernisation and
Development of African languages' established through
collaboration between the Centre for Research in the
Politics of Language (CentRePoL) at UP and Ifas
researchers, and which has been in existence since 2007.
The workshop involved cooperation with the Faculty of
Education of the University of Pretoria.

Given the internationally recognized importance of the
use of the mother-tongue in the education process, the role
and use of African languages in schools need serious
consideration in South Africa. Schools or classrooms in
Gauteng are exceptionally complex in their multilingualism,
which means that providing “mother-tongue” education (or
MT-based bilingual education), is exceptionally challenging

■

O

and calls for a fresh look at the issue, based on informed
knowledge about the sociolinguistic and educational
realities of the schools.

The workshop brought together over 60 participants
from various institutions - notably national and provincial
departments of education, faculties of education, African
languages departments and schools. A panel discussion
offered an opportunity to representatives of the national
and Gauteng departments of education, Umalusi (Council
for Quality Assurance in General and Further Education
and Training), SAQA (South African Qualifications
Authority) and the HSRC (Human Sciences Research
Council) to specify their briefs in this respect, exchange
views and interact with the participants.

As an outcome of this workshop, the need for a further
(small-scale) meeting specifically involving practitioners in
the training of African language teachers as well as
teachers themselves, has emerged. It is hoped that this will
take place during this year, again as an activity of the
research programme.

Contacts :
michel.lafon@up.ac.za
vic.webb@up.ac.za

Workshop
Pele lepele, Modernisation and Development of African Languages

1. The semiological issue of non-textual forms of writing
(their oral character, the alphabet, images etc.)

2. The writing strategies put in place by colonial
organisations (writing, control, censure etc.)

3. Literary genres specific to colonial writing (travelogues,
stories, fiction etc.)

4. The introduction and
appropriation of written
culture in societies
devoid of traditional
forms of writing

5. The circulation of texts
a n d t h e s h i f t s i n
meanings resulting from
these.

Each one of the five sessions
gathered American (Mexico,

Colombia, Peru, Chile andArgentina)
and African (Ethiopia, Mali, Angola,

South Africa) specialists who illustrated
the many things these contexts have in

common, contexts that were, to a greater
or lesser extent, artificially separated until

today and that, strangely enough, are similar
when it comes to cultural history and the

history of written culture in particular.

With the publication of a book by UCT Press during
2009, gathering conference papers and more recent
contributions, we hope to pursue the readjustment of the
history of written culture which, for too long, has been
characterised by Eurocentrism.
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The French Institute of SouthAfrica was created in 1995 in

Johannesburg. Dependant on the French Deparment of
Foreign Affairs, it is responsible for French cultural
presence in South Africa and to stimulate and support
French academic research on South and SouthernAfrica.

IFAS-Research (Umifre 25) is a joint CNRS (French
National Centre for Scientific Research) - French Foreign
Affairs Research Unit. Under the authority of its scientific
council, IFAS-Research takes part in the elaboration and
management of research programmes in the social and
human sciences, in partnership with academic institutions
and research organisations.

The Institute offers an academic base for students,
interns and visiting researchers, manages a specialised
library, assists with the publication of research outcomes
and organises colloquiums, conferences, seminars and
workshops.

IFAS Research The Team

IFAS-Research Director

Researchers

Doctoral Students

Administrative Personnel

Sophie Didier

Laurent Fourchard - Historian
Michel Lafon - Linguist
Jean-Loïc Le Quellec - Archaeologist

Adrien Delmas - History
Karin Ginisty - Geography
Maud Orne-Gliemann - Geography

Laurent Chauvet – Translator
Werner Prinsloo - Website and Library
Marie-Eve Kayowa - Research Secretary
Nkoko Sekete - Communications Intern
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Institut de Recherche
pour le Développement

www.ird.fr

Jean-Marie Fritsch
IRD Representative for SouthernAfrica
c/o IFAS - 66 Margaret Mcingana Street
PO Box 542 - Newtown 2113
Johannesburg - South Africa
Tel +27 11 836 0561
Fax +27 11 836 5850
Mail : irdafsud@iafrica.com

Organismes de Recherche
CNRS & IRD

Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique

cnrs@ifas.org.za

www.cnrs.fr

Anne Corval
Head of the CNRS Office for sub-Saharan Africa and the
Indian Ocean
c/o IFAS - 66 Margaret Mcingana Street
PO Box 542 - Newtown 2113
Johannesburg - South Africa
Tel +27(0)11 298 2713
Fax +27(0)11 836 5850
Mail :

IFAS welcomes within its premises the regional representatives of the CNRS (French National Centre for Scientific Research

and the IRD (French Institute for Development Research):

To find more information and
updates on our research programmes

and activities, please visit our website:

To receive information via our mailing list, please send
an e-mail to with
‘ ’ in the subject field.

www.ifas.org.za/research

ifas@ifas.org.za,
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