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SOUTH AFRICA’S SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

CONTEXT-2019

Knowledge and solutions are needed to understand how to change behaviours, and 

how to unlock the social and economic value of waste in South Africa.
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Subjective well being and access  and income 

In 2012   in the Free State  ( 9 landfill) 

Reclaimers from BN landfill were “happier” than those from

other locations

The municipality engaged – more access- more income 

more dignity

Reclaimer from Landfill X had much lower scores  

Gangsterism, racketeering -with very little active 

management by the local municipality. 





The role of the Buy Back centres 



Enabling factors for access and well 
being 

Policies and strategies Operational aspects Attitudinal aspects 

Recognition Recognition Recognition

Access access access

Include in policies, IWMP. 

Etc

Organised Reclaimers Co-responsibility for waste 

management 

Engage with Reclaimers Registration/identification Attitudes of officials 

Sorting and storing facilities Attitudes of Community

Logistics/transportation Engagement from the 

Reclaimers with the  

community, municipality,

BBC

Health  risks

Access to Basic facilities 



So what is happening in urban and the 
rural areas ?









Income the previous week

Landfill site N Minimum
Maximu

m
Mean Median

Standard 

deviation

BN  URBAN 37 0 1800 707.03 600 426.3597

BS   URBAN 50 0 2000 601.20 600 428.7744

BO  RURAL 30 0 750 318.23 300 151.0886

BR   RURAL 31 0 1200 304.23 300 233.3189

PR   URBAN 92 0 2000 380.41 300 295.0036

OU  RURAL 33 10 1520 223.79 190 257.4812

PO  RURAL 17 100 2000 711.76 500 525.7523

SB    RURAL 45 0 1800 482.22 400 393.3012

VR   RURAL 24 120 1200 452.11 354.35 268.6425

Total 359 0 2000 451.90 350 369.5422





Buy Back centres and  “valuable” waste 







LIVING CONDITIONS OF STREET WASTE 
PICKERS  











MATERIAL RECOVERY FACILITIES 



When will the livelihoods be sustainable?

1. How can we create more working days/ more 

opportunities – More valuables ( e.g. organics) Logistics, 

BBCs in rural areas?  Where should it be ( streets? 

Landfills?)

2. How can income be sustained/increased? ( More access, 

Fair  prices?

3. How can well being be enhanced – Dignified working 

condition- municipalities, BBC) (better access?)

4. What capacity  is needed and for whom?  Reclaimers? 

BBCs? Municipalities? Residents? Public in general 

5. What safety/protection is needed to be able to recover 

from setbacks 



Thank You 


