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Our Planet.  

Our Problem.  



Global Plastic Production & Consumption 

 396 Mtons 40%  
increase 

Source: Dalberg analysis, Jambeck et al. (2017) 



Global Plastic Leakage 

 

Source: UNEP, 2018 



Impacts 

• Environmental & 
ecological impacts 

• Carbon footprint 

• Biodiversity loss 
• Entanglement 

• Ingestion 

• Barriers 



Impacts 

• Economic losses 
• Tourism 

• Cost of clean-ups 

• Fisheries livelihoods 

 



Impacts 

• Social impacts  
• Human health concerns 

• Quality of life  

• Psychological impacts 

 

Source: Eddie van Os, 2019 



“The dirty dozen” 

Source: The Beach Co-op, 2019 



Policy considerations – product bans 

Source: Department of Environment, Forestry & Fisheries, 2019 



Economic models 

Source: The Moss Group, 2019 



SA global leader 

• Leading recycling rates  

• Waste reclaimer community 

• Recycling plants closing 
down 

• Price fluctuations  

• Competing with virgin material 
prices 

• Lack of end-use markets 



Challenges to address 

• Addressing the root cause 
• We need to do more… 

• More than just clean-ups 

• More than just recycling 

• Accountability & leadership 

• Coordination of efforts 



WWF approach: from linear to circular 

 

 

Take 

Make 

Use 

Dispose 

Linear economy  Circular economy  

Half our 
footprint 

• REDUCTION 

Close the 
Loop 

• REDESIGN 

•  REDUCE 

• REUSE 

• REPAIR 

•  RECYCLE 

No Plastics In 
Nature 

• STOP LEAKAGE 



WWF approach: Cross-value chain collaboration 

 
• Supporting EPR 
• Supporting PROs 



On-Pack Recycling Labelling 

** Special instructions 

1. Packaging component 

2. Recyclability Icon 

3. Packaging material 

4. Is this recycled? 

Recycled in practice in South Africa at the moment 



Polymer types: waste vs recyclables 

 

17% PVC 

ABS 
E/VAC 
POM 

PC 
PETG 

PA 
PET&PA 
PE&PA 

PE&E/VAL 



Global & regional action 

 

 

A New International 
Legally Binding 
Agreement 



 
Our Plastic.  
Our Planet.  

Our Problem.  
We can’t do this alone.  

We need your support. 



WWF South Africa Plastics team 

Lorren de Kock: Project Manager ldekock@wwf.org.za 

Zaynab Sadan: Project Officer zsadan@wwf.org.za 

 

Assisted by: 

Prabhat Upadhyaya: Senior Policy Analyst 
pupadhyaya@wwf.org.za 

 

Pavitray Pillay: Consumer behavior and corporate engagement 

ppillay@wwf.org.za 
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FOR NATURE. FOR YOU.  


