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Matthieu Rey is a specialist of Middle Eastern modern history
(19" — 20" centuries), with a special focus on Syria's and Irag's
political systems. His research has recently refocused on a
comparative approach of 20" century Middle Eastern and
South-African political history, with a special interest for state-
building and policymaking.

After carrying out a PhD about Syrian and Iraqi parliamentary
systems in the 1950s, and after conducting an extensive
fieldwork in Syria and the Middle East from 2009 to 2013, he
broadened the scope of his research to new topics while
working at the Middle East Institute in Singapore and at the
College de France. His interests range from the Cold War in
the Arab world to the Syrian crisis, including various
transverse subjects such as development policies. In 2018, he
published a monography on contemporary Syria (19" — 21t
centuries).

Relocated to South Africa, he holds a position at IFAS-
Research and is associated with the Wits History Workshop
(University of the Witwatersrand). In order to deepen his understanding of state construction processes,
he has chosen to develop a comparative approach of the Middle East and Southern Africa. He aims to
develop a network of researchers interested in the notion of “polity’, as well as to create bridges between
the North and the South of the African continent.
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In the media

Libération (2018) — «Assad peut méme détruire le pays si ¢’est la condition pour tenir, au moins
jusqu’a demain »

Le Monde (2018) — « Le drame de la Ghouta nous rappelle que I’heure des brutes a sonné en Syrie »
Orient XXI (2018) — 1958. Quand I’Irak découvrait I’espérance révolutionnaire

Le Comptoir (2017) — « Les révolutionnaires syriens nous rappelleront le poids de nos erreurs »
Orient XXI (2015) — Pourquoi les réfugiés syriens arrivent-ils seulement maintenant en Europe ?

France Inter, Un jour dans le monde (2015) — Les frontieres mondialisées (avec Sabine Dullin,
Matthieu Rey et Julien Jeandesboz)

Orient XXI (2014) — Comment 1’Etat irakien a résisté a I’éclatement depuis 1920

Orient XXI (2014) — Ce que révéle la bataille de Kobané
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