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Matthieu Rey is a specialist of Middle Eastern modern history 

(19th – 20th centuries), with a special focus on Syria's and Iraq's 

political systems. His research has recently refocused on a 

comparative approach of 20th century Middle Eastern and 

South-African political history, with a special interest for state-

building and policymaking.  

After carrying out a PhD about Syrian and Iraqi parliamentary 

systems in the 1950s, and after conducting an extensive 

fieldwork in Syria and the Middle East from 2009 to 2013, he 

broadened the scope of his research to new topics while 

working at the Middle East Institute in Singapore and at the 

Collège de France. His interests range from the Cold War in 

the Arab world to the Syrian crisis, including various 

transverse subjects such as development policies. In 2018, he 

published a monography on contemporary Syria (19th – 21th 

centuries). 

Relocated to South Africa, he holds a position at IFAS-

Research and is associated with the Wits History Workshop 

(University of the Witwatersrand). In order to deepen his understanding of state construction processes, 

he has chosen to develop a comparative approach of the Middle East and Southern Africa. He aims to 

develop a network of researchers interested in the notion of ‘polity’, as well as to create bridges between 

the North and the South of the African continent. 
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