Weaving
Histories — Below

-« (Global South

Needlework, Gender, and Empowerment

Institut francais d’Afrique du Sud
62 Juta street, Braamfontein
The conference is hosted at the French Institute, 1* floor.

Please note that only registered participants will be allowed to join the conference, either online or in
person. RSVP before October 30™.

Contact & RSVP: marie.opplert@frenchinstitute.org.za
Zoom Links to the conference:

Day 1: https://bit.ly/3eqvYpC
Day 2: https://bit.ly/3yICIfA

November 2

12:00
Welcome & buffet lunch

1:00 -1:30
Lawrence Lemaoana (UNISA), Keynote speech

1:30-3:30  PANEL 1. NEEDLEWORK IN THE MAKING: PRODUCTION & CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Natalie Swanepoel (University of South Africa, UNISA)
Excavating the spinner’s crafi: Towards an archaeology of spun thread production in Africa.

Sibanengi Ncube (University of the Free State)
A socio-economic history of rural women knitting activities in South-Central Zimbabwe.

Pamila Gupta (University of the Witwatersrand)
Fields of Marigold: Makers and wearers of luxury African beaded necklaces.

Carla Bocchetti (IFAS-Recherche)
Mozambican capulanas.
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3:30 - 4:00
Coffee/ Tea break

4:00 - 6:00 PANEL 2. THE POLITICS OF NEEDLEWORK

Stephanie Marie Coo (Universidad de Granada and NOVA School of Law, Universidade Nova de Lisboa)
The sum of its parts: Cloth, clothing and memories of colonial struggle in nineteenth-century Spanish
Philippines.

Frances Andrew (LSP, Library Special Project)
Hamba kahle: South African struggle T-shirts from the decade of community mobilization.

Jonathan Botes (University of the Witwatersrand), Linda Chernis (GALA Archive), Annie Devenish
(University of the Witwatersrand), Bonke Sonjani (University of the Witwatersrand)
Wearing pride: Queer activist T-shirts from the 1980s to present.

Caio Simodes de Araujo (University of the Witwatersrand)
Kunitting for minority rule: White women’s war activism against regional liberation.

DINNER (RESTAURANT)

November 3

9:00 - 11:00 PANEL 3. NEEDLEWORK AS HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

Philippa Hobbs (University of Johannesburg)
Panoramas from below: Women's history tapestries at Rorke’s Drift.

Nessa Leibhammer (University of Cape Town)
Allina Ndebele and historical narrative.

Puleng Segalo (University of South Africa, UNISA)
Embroidered voices: Exposing hidden trauma stories of Apartheid

Brenda Schmahmann (University of Johannesburg)
Representations of Covid-19 by the Mapula Embroidery Project in South Africa

11:00 - 11:30
Coffee/Tea break

11:30 - 1:00 PANEL 4. THE MAKING OF WOMEN’S PUBLIC SPHERES

Rachel Taylor (University of Oxford)
Crafting modernity in twentieth-Century Lubumbashs.

Lebogang Mokwena (University of the Western Cape)
Ubuhle beads and the threads of rural black women’s spectacular social commentary.

Arouna Pountougnigni Mfenjou (Université de Yaoundé-I)
Le tissage chez les Bamoun de I'Ouest-Cameroun sous I'ere Njoya : entre valorisation des identités
culturelles et autonomisation des femmes.

1:00 - 2:00
Lunch
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2:00 - 3:30 PANEL 5. THE FABRIC OF IDENTITIES

Vibeke Maria Viestad (University of Oslo) & Velina Ninkova (University of Tromsg)
VHurasi — Ju'/hoansi beaded tortoise shell boxes from the Omaheke, past and present

Line Relisieux (London School of Economics)
The Double meaning of prison tattoos in post-Apartheid South Africa: Leaders on the inside, outcasts
on the outside.

Dylan McGarry (Rhodes University) & Cleo Droomer (Textile artist)
Protect-Me-Coloured-Dream-Coats: Methodologies of mending and queering South African history
through building wearable ‘an-archives’

3:30 - 5:00

Concluding remarks & Discussion.
(Optional: a visit to the Keiskamma Tapestry exhibition at Constitution Hill).
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