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HOW The proposed approach combines systemic, diachronic and

interdisciplinary methodologies and has been elaborated by consortium
members in the Maloti-Drakensberg World Heritage Site (South Africa-
Lesotho).

There are 3 different but interdependent themes:
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1/ Present uses and values attributed to rock art sites;
2/ Tourist activities and public presentation;
3/ Vulnerabilities and mitigation strategies.
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WHAT COSMO-ART proposes a new
methodology based on a Cosmopolitan

Quantitative and qualitative data will be integrated in a Geographic
Information System to map out uses and attributed values. The

Approach that actively seeks cross- accessibility and long-term storage of these data will be ensured.
cultural common interest points in the
use and perception of rock art sites that

are recognised as relevant to a broad range

WHY The starting point is the realisation that the accepted
categories of heritage values (aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or

of users (local populations, scientists,

institutional stakeholders).
spiritual) whilst supposedly universal, arise from a dominantly

Western perception. We therefore chose a cosmopolitan approach
to move beyond the traditional binaries of ‘us’ and ‘them’, ‘white’
and ‘black’, ‘managers’ and ‘communities’. It enables management
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= The goal is to reconcile perceptions and
__, development policies to better fulfil

requirements of sustainability.
plans to be designed around a consensus on objectives conceived

of and from the perspective of southern Africans.
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WHO COSMO-ART brings together more than 40 researchers and students from 17 scientific institutions in 4 countries.
They combine archaeology, history, museography, human and social geography, environmental and cultural anthropology, geomorphology, and materials science.
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WH ERE The proposed

developed for tourism but with different research histories and socio- ﬁ
economic contexts. .
This comparative approach will make it possible to test the robustness of
the method and whether it is transferable to other study areas, and can be
applied to different kinds of heritage.

approach will be applied to rock art sites

*The Kimberley area (Northern Cape,
South  Africa): Wildebeest Kuil,
Driekopseiland, Wonderwerk Cave;

*The #Gaingu Conservancy (Erongo,

Winahoek
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Namibia): Etemba, Omandumba Farm, \
Spitzkoppe. \

SOUTH AFRICA

African Rock Art Digital Archive, Johannesburg
McGregor Museum, Kimberley

Origins Centre, Johannesburg

Rock Art Research Institute, Johannesburg
SANParks, Pretoria

Sol Plaatje University, Kimberley

University of Pretoria

AUSTRALIA

Centre for Rock Art Research + Management

University of Western Australia
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